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Between 1963 and 1964, controversy began in mainland China about Jingju
performing modern drama. This paper summarizes the modern play movement
of Xiqu and its development from the early days of the Chinese Communist Party
to the Cultural Revolution through the summary of contemporary books and
periodicals in mainland China. It pays particular attention to the discourse and
statements of cultural policy leaders to confirm the contradiction between form
and content as the core issue of this debate. The author divides the debate into
two types: "tugging of form and content" and "evaluation of new bottles and new
wines". The former category ended without any problems at the time, and the latter
category continued until the Reform and Opening up. The real reason was political
power and its supported aesthetics of realism.

Keywords: Reform Movement of Xiqu, modern plays of xiqu, controversy, Division
of Xiqu, Drama plus Singing
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