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School Aesthetic Culture as an
Alternative Perspective for School
Innovation

Tzung-Hsien Huang*

Abstract

Most of the researches on school culture in Taiwan were focused on
descriptions and exploring its relationships with other variables. There is
notoriously a lack of study of school culture from the aesthetic perspective.
This article argues for the need of aesthetics in shaping school culture.
It discusses the key concepts and practices of aesthetics such as beauty;
and suggests a way to build a school culture with beauty. The authors
advocates that the concepts of beauty, goodness, immanent purpose,
freedom, autonomy, creation, perfect-match and pleasure should be
included in school culture. Such culture of beauty would be the basis for
daily values, regulations, curricula, teaching activities, human interactions,
and other artifacts.

Keywords: school culture, beauty, school innovation
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The Cultural Factor in Promoting
the Learning Performance: The
Environment of a Good School

Ming-Dih Lin*

Abstract

By means of literature review and survey, this paper outlines the
cultural core in promoting learning performance...i.e. cultivating a
sound environment for teaching and learning in school. Based on related
literature, the author argues that the idea of “sound school environment”
is very similar to school learning culture. It could be utilized in the field
of school leadership and management. The sound school environment
based on student learning is the process and product of school professional
learning community. It is influenced by the leadership of the principal
and has an impact on student learning. Our findings indicated that for
cultivating the sound environment for teaching and learning, personal,
professional, organizational, and communal strategies should be built.
Each strategy of promoting requires for various actions.

Keywords: school environment, school culture, teaching and learning
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A Study on the Resistant Forms of the
Students of Local Junior High School in
the Eastern Taiwan

Yin Hung Hsu* Chia Ying Wu**

Abstract

The reputation of a school is rated by its success in the national entrance
examinations for high school and college. And it is tacitly accepted by all
schools as a norm that administrators and students take to heart. Such norm
invisibly influences the shaping of curriculum and the learning activities.
But, such factor is often bypassed so that educators’ view of the students’
delinquent behaviors as deviant behaviors is not justified. Actually, the
relationship between the subject and social structure often determines his
or her behavior. Another factor that researchers have pointed out needs to
be carefully taken into account, that is local students, due to their ethnic
and language difference, usually suffer and struggle for adaption to school.
Many hidden opposing and conflicting factors would hinder interaction
among them and other students. These may be the reasons of certain
resistance among local students against school. Here is the reason of our
study.

In this paper, qualitative methods such as participant observation, in-
depth interview and document analysis are employed. Empirical data
from local students in a junior high school in the Eastern Taiwan are
collected, and analyzed. As result, one finds that the resistance forms of
local junior high school students are often the stereo-types of pleasure
bombast, unconscious self-struggle, relying on the self, and negative well-
behavior. Such behaviors can be explained as followings: (1) credentialism
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is the main cause leading to students’ resistant forms; (2) the uncertainty
of career is also another cause of resistant forms; (3) separatism among
students in the same class has an impact on students’ behavior patterns.

Keywords: aboriginal junior high school student, resistance form, school

adaptation
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Transition School and Friendly
Educational Environment-A
Case Study

Chih Feng Lai*

Abstract

Female juvenile prostitutes are forced to a two-year special education
program in transition school. Basically, the operation of transition school
is guided by the idea of friendly campus. In this study, a transition school
in Taiwan is picked up as our subject of investigation. Our purpose
is to understand the different approaches in the building of a friendly
educational environment. As results, one finds that: 1. A dual system
combining education and social work is used. That is a 24-hour and
year-round education. Administrative team gradually develops rules
and regulations from experience and by discussions. 2. The role of the
principals: they are proficient in counseling and education, and fully
dedicated as a healer of persistence and tolerance. 3. Despite a high
turnover rate of teachers, a teacher culture is built. That is a community
of mutual support and cooperation, and constant learning of professional
knowledge and skills. 4. There is a certain assistance to teachers from
counseling experts and consultants from outside in developing curricula
and improving the contents for implementation. 5. Individual student
counseling and transition services are offered to all. As such, warm and
caring teacher-student relationship would be of great help in restoring the
parent-child relationships.
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Abstract

According to the analysis of international education policy, one finds
that the policy development environment is the factor determining the
change of contents, and then influencing the consideration of student key
competencies. The main objective of education policy of key competencies
is to cultivate student’s capability of using tools interactively, and to enable
students and citizens to obtain education opportunities and basic living
skills. However, such education policy has limited effect in supporting
students to live in socially heterogeneous groups and to act autonomously.
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Zhuangzi’s Philosophy as an
Inspiration for Aesthetics and
Artistic Education

Katia Lenehan*

Abstract

To make sense of the complex relationship between beauty and art, and to
help illustrate how Zhuangzi’s thoughts on beauty and art can be related
to current aesthetic and artistic education, this paper first explains all
technical terms involved; it then reviews the contribution of previous
researches on this subject, and finally probes into the core of Zhuangzi’s
thoughts on beauty and art. Through synthesis and analysis of the material
mentioned above, this paper argues that the key concept of “Great Beauty”
in Zhuangzi is absent in current artistic and aesthetic education. The paper
suggests several concrete teaching methods of study, with which one may
study Zhuangzi.
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Postcolonial Reflections on
International Rating of Educational
Achievement — The Case of IEA

Ya Hsuan Wang* Hsin Jen Chen**

Abstract

International rating competition of educational achievements such as
the projects held by IEA, OECD and Olympics has been widely taken.
This paper is criticizing the colonial habit of comparing educational
achievements based on the criteria of the mother-countries. The paper
begins first with a short introduction to the world organizations and
international rating policy of educational achievement. It then examines
the methodological problems of international comparisons by means
of postcolonial reflection on the application of macro/micro-politics on
the local socio-economics, policy, school, classroom, and pedagogical
contexts. This paper concludes that (1) such a rating is based on narrow
interpretation and national stereotype; (2) a good interpretation must be
achieved by a multi-dimensional understanding; (3) international rating
should not be monopolized by any machine of global culture-colonial
character; (4) Present colonial rating system should be prevented. It would
not be accepted as a world of assessment as a source of data; and (5) any
international rating culture should not be taken for human values valuation.
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Art is a collaboration between God and the artist, and the less the
artist does the better. ~ André Gide (Brainy Quote, 2012)
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