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The Development of Early Childhood
Education in Taiwan: A Historical
Perspective

Lee Fong Wong*

Abstract

Early childhood education in Taiwan started in the Japanese Colonial
Period, with its first kindergarten in Tainan in 1897. Kindergartens and
nursery schools gradually grew in number during the colonial period,
and became popular after the restoration of Taiwan in 1945. Its content
and methods of early childhood education began to attract social
concern, and consequently policies of “kindergarten and nursery school
integration” and “free preschool education for the 5-year-olds” become
hot issues in Taiwan now. This study discuss the lack of a historical
perspective in the discussion of contemporary early childhood education
in Taiwan. It also offers review of the context of early childhood education
in Taiwan during the Japanese Colonial Period and the period immediately
afterward. The findings indicate that too much stress was laid on young
children's academic knowledge and the preschool teachers and caregivers
had inadequate qualification requirements. These historical lessons should
be considered for consideration in the making of future policy.

Keywords: historical perspective, Taiwan, development of early childhood
education
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A Study of Elementary School
Literature Education in Taiwan in the
Early Postwar Period (1945-1955)

Liang Yin Yu* Huan Sheng Peng** Hirotaka Namba***

Abstract

Children’s literature values literariness and imagination, but language
education in Taiwan mainly emphasizes language skill acquisition. This
makes it difficult to integrate children’s literature into language education.
This article takes a historical perspective to analyze the characteristics of
elementary school literature education in Taiwan in the early post-WWI|I
period. It first discusses the relationship between children’s literature and
literature education in elementary school. It then analyzes related literature,
documents, and curriculum standard to have a better understanding of the
social and educational environment at that time. Furthermore it focuses on
literature education in language education and analyses related teaching
materials, literature texts, and lesson plans of that period. In aspect of
literature texts, the story of Zheng Cheng Gong was chosen as it was the
common material in both the colonial and the early postwar periods. As for
lesson plans, eight of them were chosen and analyzed from an archive of
lesson plans at that time. At last, based on literature analysis and content
analysis, this article presents a profile of literature education at the early
postwar period. The conclusion is as following: First, text analysis of the
story of “Zheng Cheng Gong” indicates that literature texts at both the
colonial and the early postwar period transmitted national ideologies.
Second, the objectives of lesson plans reveal that national ideology was
rooted in literature education at the early postwar period. Third, the
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result of lesson plan analysis shows the emphasis of learning of language
skills. Fourth, despite the remarks in language curriculum standard of the
importance of children’s literature, it was not presented in literature texts
and lesson plans at that time.
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The Introduction and Experiment
of “Education as life” in Taiwan
after World War Il : The Curriculum
of Taiwan Provincial Taipei Cheng
Kung High School as a Model

Yu Ching Cheng*

Abstract

After World War 11, the number of elementary school students dramatically
increased, with insufficient capacity in junior high school. This has caused
many problems, like keen competition for admission, cram schooling and
misconnection between curriculum and real life, etc. In addition to the
projects to extend the compulsory education and design new curriculum,
the Ministry of Education entrusted the Taiwan Provincial Taipei Cheng
Kung High School then with an experiment plan of life-centered education
in 1953. It was hoped that the plan would develop measures to deal with
the defects found in education, like over-emphasis on academic grades and
entrance examination preparation, and implanting fragmentary knowledge.
This plan continued for 11 years. It was a landmark of curriculum reform,
and also laid the foundation for another project at Wu-Fu Junior High in
Kaohsiung later. It provided very important information for education
reform and junior high school curriculum revision. The purpose of this
article is to investigate the ideas, purposes, and actual measures adopted in
the plan so as to serve as reference in future educational reform endeavors.
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High School, new education, curriculum reform
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The Beginning of Industrial
Education in Modern Taiwan: the
Industrial Training Institute

Su Ying Ou*

Abstract

During the Japanese Colonization, with the need of development and
demand of technicians, industrial education started in Taiwan and had
considerable achievement. In July 1912, Taiwan Governor-General’s
Office set up the Industrial Training Institute, a 3-year program for
carpentry, metalwork, and engineering, (the National Taipei University
of Technology today) under the Ministry of Civil Affairs and Education.
The Institute was the precursor of industrial education in Taiwan, and
also then the only educational establishment that trained basic industrial
technicians. Its teachers were all graduated from the Higher Technical
School in Japan with rich practical experience. Since its founding in 1912
until its restructuration into Taipei Industrial School in 1919, it had 244
graduates, most of whom came into work force. This study looks into the
founding and development of the Institute, with a view to have a better
understanding of its values and significance in the industrial education in

modern Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan Governor-General’s Office, industrial education,

industrial training institnte
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An-li Tribe and Confucian Education

Yao Chung Chang*

Abstract

The article describes the relations between Confucian education and the
An-li tribe, a branch of Pazch people in the central Taiwan, and its impact
on the latter. The An-Ili tribe chose to cooperate with the imperial court of
the Qing dynasty, and assisted officials to put down popular revolt, thus
got a lot of land. In order to maintain the property, An-li tribe accepted
Confucian education of the Han people, particularly literacy education.
They also became keen to seek educational and political achievements to
avoid loss of land. Despite the benefits obtained, the An-li tribe also lost
certain traditions.

Keywords: Pazch people, An-li Tribe, Confucian education
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Schools Establishment and Education
Promotion in Taiwan by Chen
Yonghua during Cheng regime

Chen Lung Wu*

Abstract

Chen Yonghua is considered one of the most important characters in
Cheng regime of Taiwan (1661-1681). This study aims to examine how
Chen established schools and civil service examination system in order
to promote Confucian education, and also comments on the results of
the process based on historical documents. Adapting the ancient temple-
school system and the educational system of Ming Dynasty, Chen’s
policy measures include: the establishment of the imperial college, the
institutionalization of civil service examination and appointment system,
etc. Backed up by the power of the government, Confucian education and
culture were promoted and expanded in Taiwan. What Chen had done in
this period nourished the tradition to study hard for achievement in the
civil exam, even after the Qing imperial court took over. The Confucius
Temple established by Chen in Tainan was renovated, rebuilt, and annexed
again and again at the original site through the years of the following
regimes that governed Taiwan. It has played important roles of social
education in promoting Confucianism as well as in disseminating the Han
culture.

Keywords: Taiwan educational history, Chen Yonghua, Cheng regime,
temple-school system, Confucianism
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University
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Abstract

Most studies show that the Grade 1-9 Integrated Curriculum received
positive comments during its preparation period. However, certain
curriculum gaps evolved during its implementation that only relatively
few studies have addressed. This study examines the curriculum gaps
found in the Grade 1-9 Integrated Curriculum with a questionnaire survey
on a group of educational practitioners. The findings presented on the
various dimensions of the gaps are mostly the first-hand observation of
the subjects. Solutions are proposed at the end of the paper to help more
smooth implementation of the curriculum.
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What is called generosity is usually only the vanity of giving; we
enjoy the vanity more than the thing given.
~ La Rochefoucauld, Reflections, or sentences and moral maxims,
1678, n0.263
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