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Writing Anxiety: Wang Duan’s Yuan Ming Yishi
and the Meanings of Book Burning

Lu Shih-da’

Abstract

During the period of the Qianlong and Jiaqing emperors (1735-1820),
the talented woman Wang Duan 7105 (1793-1839) wrote Ziran haoxue zhai
shichao EIRIFETEFEY) (Poetry from Ziran Haoxue Studio) and Ming
sanshi jia shixuan WH=1ZF5HE (The Collection of Poems by Thirty Poets
of the Ming Dynasty) to comment on poetry and history, and was famous as an
editor who possessed both talent and knowledge. Previous scholarship on
Wang has largely speculated on types of writing by centering their analyses on
records found within Chen Wenshu’s [t (1771-1843) “Xiaohui Wang
Yiren zhuan” ZFEVEH Af#H concerning Wang’s work on Yuan Ming yishi
JCHH & 5, which was penned by “bai guan ti” PEH#8 and later burned. In
this article, we attempt to treat “burning” as a literary activity and speculate on
the motivations and anxieties behind the narrating of history by Wang Duan.
Within these, one can note the inclusion of the processes of fusion and
resistance between Wang Duan’s writing beliefs and life experiences.
Moreover, it incorporates a consciousness of women’s writing and poetic
writing as well as the historical contexts and religious meanings of book
burning. This article argues that the writing and burning of Yuan Ming yishi
specifically highlights the complex connotation of anxiety and reveals both the
breakthroughs and adaptability of women’s writing.

Keywords: Yuan Ming yishi TCHHIR S, Wang Duan T ¥, anxiety, poetic,
historical interest, religious practice
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