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Discussion on Wang Anshi’s Five-Character and
Seven-Character Regulated Verse and Its

Significance in the Development of Song Poetry
Tong Tsz-ben Benson”

Abstract

From the perspective of stylistics, this paper explores the artistic
expression of Wang Anshi’s F7%*f1 (1021-1086) regulated verse, which
focuses on the different forms of the “three poetic styles” ZK¢JJ=H& in the
Song dynasty. Wang not only selectively absorbed some of the characteristics
of the “three poetic styles,” but also further expressed his own forms of
development through the content, theme, artistic style, etc., of poetry. Broadly
speaking, Wang’s five-character regulated verse 715 {#&F inherited the
“later Tang style” HgREEFfE, but simultaneously avoided its various faults
concerning content and style. His seven-character regulated verse + = #5F
both fused the “bai style” H#5 with the “later Tang style” and incorporated
“singing of my feelings” Fk|% tradition as well as an allegorical or a satirical
spirit. Therefore, Wang Anshi, as a link between the past and future, uniquely
contributed towards the development of Song poetry “R&F.

Keywords : Wang Anshi F“Z/f7, five-character regulated verse, seven-
character regulated verse, stylistics, Song poetry

*  Tong Tsz-ben Benson, Assistant Professor, School of Arts and Social Sciences, The Open
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