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Akio Yamamoto’s Views on Poetry in “Zhounan”
and “Shaonan”: A Comparative Study with Zhu Xi

Chang Wen-chao

Abstract

This article employs a comparative approach to analyze the views on
poetry held by both Akio Yamamoto [[[AZFK (1827-1903) in “Zhounan”
and “Shaonan” —. (Fg) and Zhu Xi 4£E (1130-1200). Considering that
within academia, related research, such as Yue Yanhong’s EfEHR Research
on Akio Yamamoto’s Shikyo Shinchi AR (FFEHEF) W22 and “An
Introduction to Akio Yamamoto’s Shikyo Shinchii” [IARZEER (FF&&HEE) 78
11, has yet to touch upon this area of research, the author believes the subject
is worth our attention. In order to investigate the similarities and differences
between the two, this article through statistical, inductive, and other
approaches first highlights the teachings of Mao Heng F=, Zheng Xuan &
2., Kong Yingda fL7H%%, and Zhu Xi, and subsequently compares them to
Yamamoto’s. Specifically, by analyzing similar discourse utilized by both
Chinese and Japanese writers as well as looking at how these discourses
compare across different eras, one is able to discern the significance of
“Zhounan” and “Shaonan” within the development of historical studies on
Shijing 548 during the Meiji era.

The author has discovered that Akio Yamamoto believed the “nan” g
(south) of “Zhounan” and “Shaonan” implied that the civilizing b of King
Wen X moved from northwest to south. Although this statement is more
detailed than Zhu Xi’s “from north to south,” Yamamoto has ineludibly been
criticized of holding “fallacious opinions of Han scholars.” Citations of Zhu
Xi’s own annotations comprise more than half of both “Zhounan” and

* Chang Wen-chao, Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,

Academia Sinica.
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“Shaonan,” and thus, Zhu Xi served as the basis for his views on poetry.

However, Yamamoto’s interpretation of “Zhounan” and “Shaonan” differs

from those of his predecessors—both Chinese and Japanese, of which could be

said to be a unique characteristic of the work. Despite using ging % (emotion)
of poets to rewrite three hundred poems, Akio Yamamoto’s rewriting of
“Zhounan” and “Shaonan” did not utilize ging. However, while portraying

expressions of female emotion, he expressed a literary appreciation and an
emotion of poets, both of which were valued by literary scholars of the Meiji

era. In this way, Shikyo shinchii within historical studies on Shijing in Japan,
was able to further the achievements of Zhu Xi.

Keywords: the Meiji era, Akio Yamamoto [[[RFER, Shikyo Shinchii &HSHT
¥, Zhu Xi 2RE, Annotated Book of Odes, Shi ji zhuan FEE(E,
“Zhounan” and “Shaonan” —. (Fd)








