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The Change of Higher Institution Student
Mobility Policy in Russia—An European
Perspective
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Abstract

The aim of this essay is to examine the change of policy of higher education student mobility in
Russia. The history of Russian student mobility policy can be divided into three periods: 1985-
1994, 1995-2000, and 2001 till now. Through examining the history, two findings can be obtained.
The first finding is that the main influential factor of policy is the local social politico-economic sit-
uation; the second, higher education program, credit transfer system and scholarship (grant) are
necessary conditions for implementing mobility policy. Higher education institutions in Russia
have reformed the education system since 1994 in order to attract foreign students. However, the
deteriorating social conditions will affect the implementing the policy. If Russian government can
guarantee security of foreign students the increasing number of students from other countries can

be expected.
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