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Exploring the Differences between Educational Policies
for Sustainable Schools' Implemenation in Taiwan and
the United States

Sen Zong Lee

Abstract

Sustainable development is regarding to a perspective to meet the needs of the present time without
scarifying our next generation in the future. Countries al over the world are making a declaration
of environmental, civil, and architect” s future development in succession. They convened a series
of international conferences for sustainable, ecological, green building issues aggressively. Ever
since June 2002, “Sustainable School Program” in Taiwan has been promoted, a lot of experts
have been trained, an association made to assist schools implements specific techniques, and the
number of schools participating this program have raised rapidly four times than it used to be. The
program’ s major improvement accounts for that more and more schools are willing to join it. The
United States, German, Japan, Netherlands, Northern Europe, and other developed countries had
had great performances of green building’ s implementation. Because the environment and cli-
mate in Taiwan are different from those countries mentioned above, we must consider both their
implementation experiences and our local characteristics when we implement the . “Sustainable
School Program.”  In addition, economic efficiency has to be taken into consideration during the
program’ simplementation process. As aresult, we can have awin-win situation of achieving the
goals of environmental protection and assuring convenience for students’ usage. In thisway, stu-
dents’ learning effectiveness can be enhanced, in addition to provide teaching resources and to
gain supports from parents and communities. Obviously, the importance of the goals of the
Sustainable School Program” s should not be ignored. This article mainly reveals the nature and
contexts of the implantation of the developmental plan, and its evaluation indicators for the sustain-
able schools. In order to inspire Taiwan’ s policy implementation and promote the development of
the sustainable school, a comparison between the State and Taiwan is indispensable, i.e., an analy-
sisisin depth between an affiliated senior high school of California State University, Pomonain the
State and Shekeng elementary school ' s sustainable school in Taipei County, in terms of their
implementation performances.
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