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“My Artist and Literati Friends”: Seow Yeoh Thian’s
Interaction with Acquaintances from Taiwan and
Hong Kong

TH’NG Bee Fu*
Abstract

In the mid-twentieth century, the Sino-Japanese War and Chinese Civil War
created political turmoil and mass migration in China. When Chinese migrated to
Southeast Asia during that period, they brought their culture with them. Among
these migrants were many fleeing literati, one of whom was Seow Yeoh Thian 7
%K. This article focuses on how Seow Yeoh Thian interacted with literati from
Penang, Taiwan and Hong Kong, particularly Chang Dai-ch’ien 58 AT, Ch’ien
Mu 2 V0, 1 Chun-tso 557 /£ and Jao Tsung-I f5%[H. Seow Yeoh Thian, a
native of Chaoyang JEif5;, contributed greatly to the development of Nanyang (55
7 South Seas) literature. He drifted to Hong Kong in 1949, and subsequently
settled down in Penang in 1953. He made a lot of friends in every place he lived,
with whom he frequently gathered and exchanged knowledge, and sometimes
shared art and writings. These interactions helped shape the development of culture
and education in Southeast Asia. This article investigates the intellectual context
and social resources of the time and, with a focus on Seow Yeoh Thian, exploits
previously overlooked ways to understand how literati comprehended their worlds
of experience in a new era.

Keywords: Seow Yeoh Thian 7% K; social intercourse; literati from the north;
Taiwan; Hong Kong

* TH’NG Bee Fu, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Universiti Tunku Abdul
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