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“World-to-Come” in Writings on Rainforests:
Rainforest Novels by Li Yongping, Pan Yutong and
Chang Kuei-hsing

Min-xu Zhan*
Abstract

For the Taiwanese reader, a tropical rainforest is the most familiar characteristic
associated with Southeast Asia, but writings on rainforests are frequent sites for
criticism which comment on their exotic tone. In order to respond to this type of
criticism, this paper has selected Li Yongping’s Z=27k ¥ Dahe jintou (Where the
Great River Ends, vols. 1 and 2; 2010), Pan Yutong’s /& He’an chuanshuo
(Riverbank Legends; 2002), and Chang Kuei-hsing’s 58 & Hou bei (Monkey
Cup; 2000) for analysis, all of which are representative of rainforest novels. This
paper first affirms the exotic tone found within writings on rainforests. Afterwards,
the author attempts to assert that the con notations of this type of “heterogeneity”
do not merely run skin-deep, but rather implicitly suggest a kind of desire for a
future world, which this paper refers to as “world-to-come” within writings on

rainforests.

Keywords: Rainforest, Sinophone Malaysian Literature in Taiwan, Cultural
Heterogeneity, Exotic

*  Min-xu Zhan, assistant professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational
Cultural Studies, National Chung Hsing University.
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