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The Qingshi Guan and the Formation of the Study of
Qing Dynasty Academic History: The Compilation of
Miao Quansun’s ~Biography of Rulin” and “Biography

of Wenyuan™

Zhu Xilin"
Abstract

The compilation of Qingshi 1G5 (Qing History) has drawn the attention
of people since the establishment of the Qingshi Guan 5 5 8F in 1914 by the
government of the Republic of China. Ranging from the formulation of style
to more tangible aspects of compilation, such as annals, biographies, tables,
and records i&, a myriad of opinions from both within and outside of the
Qingshi Guan have offered suggestions. Among the compiled content, the two
biographies of Rulin {f#k and Wenyuan % have influenced the evaluations
of an entire academic generation. Due to Miao Quansun fZ2Z:£% (1844-1919)
placing great significance upon them, a number of people incessantly visited or
wrote to Miao Quansun to discuss their importance. Furthermore, the formation
and development of the study of Qing dynasty academic history has been
accelerated owing to the enthusiasm of people towards the compilations of
Qingshi gao 1§ %2 Ka (Draft Qing History), the “Biography of Rulin” k(&
and the “Biography of Wenyuan” SCi{# .

Keywords: Qingshi Guan i 5 ff, Qing Dynasty Academic History, Miao
Quansun % &, Biography of Rulin {E#{{#, Biography of
Wenyuan 3 %(i{#, Biography of Wenxue SCEHE,
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