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The Relationship between Yunjing and Naming
during the Edo Period

Tseng Jo-han*

Abstract

The study of traditional phonology was prevalent during the Edo period
in Japan, and the focus of studies were shifting from explanations on Siddham
B to yuntu FE[E (Chinese rthyme charts), so much so that academic trends
were particularly centered on the chart Yunjing #8 $% (Mirror of Rhymes).
However, despite being an important historical document on phonology,
Yunjing had failed to be handed down from generation to generation until the
Qing dynasty. Fortunately, the numerous applications of Yunjing developed
in Japan have allowed us to fill in several gaps regarding research on both
Chinese and Japanese traditional phonology. Besides being essential for
traditional phonology or philology, Yunjing was also used to select names for
individuals. Due to each place on the chart of Yunjing standing for an equivalent
sound within the Eight Trigrams /\#}, people during the Edo period believed
that Yunjing could be used to determine whether a name was favorable or not
based on its grammatical case and sound. This kind of mechanism for Japanese
naming is referred to as nanorizi % 3EF , which along with commentaries and
annotated works on Yunjing is the primary focus of this article. I argue that by
analyzing nanorizi as well as fundamental theories on its application, we are
able to further understand how Chinese rhyme charts, such as Yunjing, affected

naming culture during the Edo period in Japan.

Keywords: Yunjing ¥88%, Mirror of Rhymes, nanorizi %4 3€5-, Phonology
during the Edo period, cultural transformation

*  Tseng Jo-han, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng

University.






