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Discussion of Variant Characters in Muromachi
Period Wen Xuan Codices in Yang Shoujing’s
Collection

Ho Wei-kang>k

Abstract

Twenty damaged volumes of unannotated Muromachi Period Z ][]
Wen xuan 3% codices collected by Yang Shoujing #55F4 were transcribed
and proofread by Huang Kan & {jii , Gao Buying =20 i , Xiang Zonglu [A]
=% and Fu Zengxiang {#14 ] . Though the literary value of these codices
hardly needs stating, the fact that they are currently in the National Palace
Museum’s collection means that, up until now, they have attracted relatively
little attention from modern Wen xuan scholars. Yang Shoujing suggested that
most of the variant characters in these ancient codices were similar to those
found in Li Shan’s Z= 3 commentary to the Wen xuan, while Xiang Zonglu
and Fu Gang f{#[f] argued that they were closer to the five scholars’ commen-
taries. As for the identity of the base text for the codices, scholars have yet to
conclude whether it was recorded in Li Shan’s commentary, it was an old Sui-
Tang edition, or if it came from Wen xuan jizhu “C5E5EF . When comparing
the Tang chao wen xuan jizhu huicun’s [F#) 73555 F 527 main text and the
editor’s notes with the variant characters in the ancient codices, it is apparent
that the ancient codices are closely related to the Li Shan commentary edition.
By collating variant characters and referring to the forms and categories of
ancient codices, it may be possible to infer some clues about the base text, and
explore the literary value of the ancient codices.

Keywords: Wen xuan i3, Muromachi period codices, Yang Shoujing
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variant characters



