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The Transformed Images of Xiang Yu and Consort
Yu in the Shiji Sanjiazhu

Lin Yu-tiao™
Abstract

The tomb of Consort Yu E i % and poem “Yu ji dage” ( E{a% K Con-
sort Yu’s Song in Reply) are mentioned in the chapter “Xiang Yu ben ji” ( TH3[3
A4 Annals of Xiang Yu) of the Huang Shanfu edition of the Shiji sanjiazhu
(Three Schools’ Commentaries on the Records of the Grand Historian). Zhang
Shoujie 5E=FE[T quoted these details in his Shiji zhengyi ( 5252 1. 5% Correct
Meaning of the Records of the Grand Historian) from earlier sources. The in-
formation they contain not only serves to make the plot of Bawang bieji ( & 1.
H4s Farewell My Concubine) more complete, but also to intensify the account
of Xiang Yu’s defeat at the battle of Gaixia #Z [~. As a result, this produces
unexpected changes in the aesthetic qualities of the narrative in the Shiji sanji-
azhu, compared to Sima Qian’s &]&#8 original account. These changes bring
depth and clarity to the originally vague image of Consort Yu, and transform
Xiang Yu from a brutal bloodthirsty man into a romantic hero. As a conse-
quence, later writers were afforded the utmost room to exercise their creative

imaginations, which produced rich literary fruit in poetry, drama, and fiction.

Keywords: Xiang Yu JE], Consort Yu L&, Shiji 520, Shiji sanjiazhu 50
S50E, Shiji zhengyi 250 TE#
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