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The Nature of Knowledge in Qing Dynasty Local
Gazetteers: The Jinmen Gazetteer as a Case Study

Lee Tsong-han*

Abstract

Compiled as a tool to assist local government rule, local gazetteers were
categorized as official works. Since the compilation of local gazetteers
required the assistance of local elites, however, local interests also found their
way into gazetteers in various ways, and an aspect of cooperation for mutual
benefit can, therefore, be relatively easily observed. The “Treatise on State
Examinations and Appointments” #5275, published in the Jinmen Gazetteer
497, compiled in the Qing dynasty by father and son Lin Kunhuang #ff&
fig and Lin Hao #£Z%, reflects two characteristics of the composition of
Jinmen’s local elites in the nineteenth century: the move from civil to martial
posts, and the coexistence of old and new elites. These changes can also be
observed through Jinmen’s surviving Qing period stone inscriptions.
Adjustments were made to the content and category order of the “Biographies
of Notable Persons” A¥%1/{# in the Jinmen Gazetteer that more effectively
gave prominence to the Jinmen local elites of the nineteenth century while
avoiding challenging the authority of the state. Lastly, this article investigates
the history of Lin Kunhuang’s family, a newly-emergent elite family of the
nineteenth century, and their role in the compilation of the Jinmen Gazetteer,
demonstrating the mutual dependency between state power and local elites as
an aspect of maintaining local social order.

Keywords: Jinmen Gazetteer 4:[;E, state power, local elites, local gazetteer,

Qing dynasty
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