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An Analysis of Yang Xiong’s Writing Patterns and
His View of Classic Literature

Kung Yun-heng*

Abstract

In his writings, the Western Han philosopher Yang Xiong #5;/f often
imitates set speech patterns of the ancient sages and worthies. As a result, he
endlessly swings between originality and narrative, classic and commentary,
imitation and innovation. This tendency makes him difficult to classify
definitively, a question which has concerned scholars down the ages. This
research illustrates that the patterns in Yang Xiong’s writing derive from his
tendency to particularly emphasize connections between concepts in his
philosophy, and to try to find relevance between fields that superficially appear
to have no common ground. For this reason, there is an ambiguous duality in
both Yang Xiong’s cosmology and historical awareness that erodes genre
boundaries in his writing and influences his understanding of the classics.
Furthermore, Yang Xiong understands reading and writing as not being limited
to the exchange of words and information: they are activities that reveal one’s
spirit, closely associated with self-cultivation. Through this understanding,
Yang Xiong makes use of “full defamiliarization” in pursuit of his aesthetic
norm. He emphasizes that the ideal writer has to express his ideas through
difficult forms, which entails having certain demands and expectations of his
readers.

Keywords: writing, classics, historical awareness, imitation, defamiliarization

* Kung Yun-heng is an assistant professor in the Department of Chinese Language and Literature
at the National University of Tainan.



