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The Riseand Fall of the Late Migrating Northerners
during the Southern Dynasties

Leu Chuen-sheng*

Abstract

The peoples living in the territory ruled by the Eastern Jin and Southern
Dynasties can generally be divided into two groups: the Qiao f& and Wu =
from the north, and the non-Han peoples the Man & and Yue #k& from the
south. Of these, the Qiao enjoyed a long period of political and social
dominance. Within the Qiao, however, was a sub-group described as “the late
migrating northerners,” which possessed their own particular identity and
status. Despite also being known as Qiao, the social and political position of
these late arrivals was considerably inferior to that of the wealthy and
illustrious Qiao who had migrated earlier, and lower even than the Wu.
Though their voice was long stifled in political circles, by the Southern
Dynasties many late migrating northerners had used the changing political
situation to rise to prominence. This trend was an influential factor in the rise
and fall of the Southern Dynasties.

Although past scholars have already explored the subject of the late
migrating northerners, there is still room for discussion. Accordingly, the study
builds on previous research to further examine questions concerning the late
migrating northerners, including exploring the very concept of the late
migrating northerners; creating a “dramatis personag” and analyzing its

* Leu Chuen-sheng is a professor in the Department of History at National Taiwan Normal
University.
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characteristic features; examining their position in Southern Dynasty political
circles; and finaly the reasons for their political rise, restrictions on their
development, and final decline.

K eywords: Eastern Jin, Southern Dynasties, late migrating northerners, low
class people, Qiao



