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During the War of Resistance against Japan, the National Central Library
(Republic of China) purchased a collection of rare books. Some of these books were
then temporarily deposited at the University of Hong Kong’s Fung Ping Shan Library.
In 1942, they were discovered and removed by Japanese troops, but after the war were
eventually traced to Japan and recovered. Scholars researching how these books were
found all cite a statement by the then Director-General of the National Central Library,
Chiang Fu-tsung. He once stated that he asked the Chinese Mission in Japan to search
for the books, which were finally tracked down and recovered from the Imperial
Library by Ku Yu-hsiu, Director of the Shanghai Education Bureau.

As far as the author can ascertain, there are currently at least eleven different
explanations for how these books were found and recovered. To understand the truth
of the matter, this study analyzes the documentary evidence to identify the differences
in these accounts. This study argues that the key figures in discovering the
whereabouts of the books were in fact two British officers: Charles Ralph Boxer and H.
G. Donald.
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