HAEERfiTsmiE  10(2) : 101-127(2016)
MingDao Journal 10(2) : 101-127(2016)
Copyright © 2016 MingDao University

fRIcH: (CULEEE —tE B2 1+N) TESRHERE

EHH
SN e

w OB
HIRE EER RIS R - SR 2] > LT E R AE R I (8 B X
M- FOTHRERRIUENEE - TREEREEDFEEBERS AFTE - TRERE
RIEE2E (7 = Uk i b AHE A Y& 2 E 5K - W7 E 2009 AR G U s
LT TEEERD 1M 2011 S 20t RO S ITERe A (T OF L)
—iEi o S (B SOLMERE — 8 BN REEREGE - RIEGEEH
A EELIRYIEE o 5o R B RGBT 12 H oy H R EE R R FRIETE Al -
SEILIFIRARYIHR - M B RIRIF S AR E 2R A -
ASZRIGE (SIS SOLMERE — 8 B2 +0%) MHEE R > 395 - &
KRS BEIASCBEERAYANE - FIRSORSHE ~ PREOE ~ diatiA s
otk HelEBIRE - FEEDAHITARREin 2 > DURGE IR (AR A2 2l
JFEE Rl > e ) [ ERIELUIIRAIEE - TR IES > SIS =T EAZEH
FHIAMTE R F RS AE 1 o BT 2R DI M T (5 B & VR (o 220h 2 B
M HEE SR A 2 TR IR 25 -

BRI ¢ GTHE - EAFE - SOUHEE ~ S - TR

" HATRAITE R E AR LI R

101



B 3 B2 5438 10(2) @ 101-127(2016)

Exploration of Characteristics of Semi-to-fully Cursive
Chinese Calligraphy Style of Ni Yuan-Lu (The Literary Mind
and the Carving of Dragons — Chapter 26, The Divine Muse)

Yue-Chi Lu”

Doctoral Students , Institute of Chinese Studies , MingDao University

Abstract

Succeeding the Chinese calligraphy styles as shown in the standard Chinese
calligraphy scripts of Song and Yuan Dynasties, the Chinese calligraphy styles of Ming
Dynasty developed in such trend until the late Ming Dynasty, particularly the
semi-to-fully cursive style, which was most representative and could truly reflect the
times. Ni Yuan-Lu was a loyal official rebelling against Qing Dynasty at the end of
Ming Dynasty. His semi-to-fully cursive style is absolutely of strong power, and has
peculiar characteristics of this special person. Tai Ching-Nung, a famous Chinese
calligraphist of the modern times, just learned Ni’s Chinese calligraphy style and then
developed a special style of his own. Since 2009, the researcher collected a lot of
information about Ni Yuan-Lu’s semi-to-fully cursive style. When Nigensha published
a book, Chinese Calligraphy of Ni Yuan-Lu edited by Mr. Shosei O Gishi in 2011, the
publisher discovered that his Chinese calligraphy for Chapter 26, The Divine Muse, of
Liu Xie’s The Literary Mind and the Carving of Dragons was not found. In fact, the
original work was collected by Kyoto National Museum in Japan. With the help of
computer, Mr. Shosei reduced the 12 independent pages of original handwritten work
into a long scroll form, returning the original look to the work, and letting us see the
important relationship between form and presentation of the work.

Although the pages of Chapter 26, The Divine Muse, of Liu Xie’s The Literary
Mind and the Carving of Dragons have been changed to be in a vertical scroll form, the

writing technique, work form arrangement and ink use are still the same. From the
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viewpoint of changed presentation of the work, the paper uses textual analysis,
comparative method, statistical method and axis analysis method to explore that during
reduction, works of similar specifications must have been used as a reference, and the
principles of modern visual art must have been employed for assistance. It is inferred
that Mr. Shosei had used widened row distance, close distance of words in columns,
wide row distance and three columns to present the original work, helping us to restore
the aesthetic sense and spirit of the work. This way can make us have deeper
understanding of the main features of Ni’s Chinese calligraphy style, and serve as a
reference for Chinese calligraphy creators in presenting diversified Chinese calligraphy

styles.

Keywords : Ni Yuan-Lu, Tai Ching-Nung, The Literary Mind and the Carving of

Dragons, The Divine Muse, semi-to-fully cursive style.
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