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Cheongsam as a Fashion — Taiwanese Wom-
en’s Self-consciousness Demonstrated During

Late Japanese Occupation Period

Leo Yuan

Assistant Professor, Department of Fashion Imaging, Mingdao University

Abstract

It is found by this paper that the Japanese colonial government exercised every powerful
control over the Taiwanese through political, economic, and educational means during its late oc-
cupation period. Under such circumstances, the Taiwanese had only very limited channels to ex-
press their self-awareness. Nevertheless, the “cheongsam” derived from Shanghai gipao were so
popular among Taiwanese women that they could be seen everywhere in Taiwan, even though the
Japanese colonial government had issued laws and decrees to promote standard suits. It is clear
that cheongsam wearing was a tacit way to express self-consciousness among Taiwanese women.
It also proves that fashion and identification can go hand in hand to break through the repressive

force formed by political, economic, and educational means.
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