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The Fairy Tale Quality And Salvation in Akutaga-

waryunosuke’s Kumonoito

Hsiou-hsien Wang
Lecture of Department of Applied Japanese Studies, Mingdao University

Abstract

The original record of Kumonoito is from the fourth section of Inganooguruma,
Kumonoito. This study analyzes the fairy tale nature and salvation in terms of
Akutagawaryunosuke’s creativity: the symbol of lotus, the role of Sakyamuni Buddha, the
reason that Kandata can not get the salvation.

Akutagawaryunosuke rewrote the story. Kandata’s absolute conversion to Buddha in
the original record was rewritten as that Sakyamuni Buddha is not almighty and that
Kandata does not realized Sakyamuni Buddha’s existence. Therefore, Kandata can get
salvation only through Satori (self-realization), a kind of salvation very close to original
Buddhism.

Original Buddhism defines that Sakyamuni Buddha realized the Hou (a religious model
related to doctrines that are the same as moral ethics) by constantly practicing Buddhist
rules. He who converts to Hou has the heart of lotus, which grows out of the dirty mud
without being smirched. Therefore, the symbol of lotus has connection with his determination
to convert to Hou; that is, lotus is as smudgeless as Hou and is the Absolute. In the story,
the bottom of the lotus pond is the hell; therefore, if Kandata wants the salvation from the
hell to reach the world of ecstasy and peace, he must be as smudgeless as the lotus and abort
his clinging to the world.

Akutagawaryunosuke eliminated the Buddhist viewpoints in the original story and used
clear tragedy catastrophe and skills to give introspection from the story; that is, unities in
drama. This was to motivate the child readers to think of the fact that Kumonoito’s salvation
lies not in Sakyamuni Buddha but in his satori. We can see that Akutagawaryunosuke

made such descriptions with the recognition of fairy tale quality.

Keywords : fairy tales, Kumonoito, Inganooguruma, Akutagawaryunosuke, comparative

literature
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