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The Writing Lesbianism in The Dance of the Virgin

Tsao, Li-chuan

Abstract

What characterizes the novels in Taiwan in the 1980s is the immersion of the topics on
woman desire, cross-sex, and deterioration of lust. Many of the writings on women have
come into being, depicting women’s narcissism and antagonism against idle males and het-
erosexism. The self- pursuit of women and the affection between lesbians are narrated as
well, compared to the inadequacy of heterosexual love. However, under the traditional social
pressure, homosexuality is faced with a lot of complications and turmoils.

The two main issues on sex in the 1980s are “female statement” and “homosexuality
statement.” The reason why %%% work is researched here is because both of the state-
ments mentioned above are made in her work. Rather than the heart-rending narration in the
conventional homosexuality novels, the brighter and more encouraging aspects are furthered
in details. And this paper looks into her representative work The Dance of the Virgin. Exam-
ining the creative techniques and styles employed in her work, this paper analyzes the back-
grounds of the homosexuals and the stages from their rejections to be assimilated, through
their urge to be acknowledged, and finally to the stage of their self-approval.

Four goals are expected to attain through the analysis of the paper:

1. to lead to better understanding of the lesbianism literature in Taiwan in the 1980s and
provide woman literature researchers with relative reference.

2. torecord the changes of sexual culture in Taiwan after the lifting of Martial Law.
to understand the evolution of the sexual culture in Taiwan

4. to continue with the development of the history of Chinese Women Literature.

Keywords: Tsao, Li-chuan , homosexuality literature, novels in Taiwan in the 1980s, lesbi-

anism
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