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Writing History: A Critical Textbook Analysis
on Gendered Nationalism

Ya-Hsuan Wang  Shu-Ju Chiang

This study is a critical feminist analysis on the discourse of nation and its gen-
dered power relations in history textbooks used in secondary schools in Taiwan.
A sample selection of six textbooks used by students in grades 7 through 9 was
examined. A study of the texts on world history, Chinese history, and Taiwanese
history showed that the primary focus of history textbooks is the discourse of
nation founding that extends into the discourses of campaign, heroic narratives,
territory, and civilization. Intertwined with illustrations and written texts, history
is represented as a history of nation founding, of war, of border dividing, and
the rise and fall of civilizations. Male-centered desires were hidden behind the
five discourses of nation, disclosing patriarchal identity, militaristic male vio-
lence, the cult-hero worship, and masculine space. Overall, the discourses of na-
tion founding, territory, and civilization were misappropriated for the rationali-
zation of violence, yet democracy and freedom were seen as the sweet rewards
of male violence. This so-called “history” in the textbooks makes notes of tri-
umphs rather than defeats, fame rather than pain, strengthens the fighting heart
rather than pity. Such writing makes the goal of non-violence promoted by
peace education difficult to achieve.
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