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Investigation on Adulteration of Hydroquinone in
Whitening Cosmetics Products

Shou-Chieh Huang, Wei-Sheng Huang, Hsin-Yi Wang and Ming-Chuan Huang

Division of Drug Chemistry

ABSTRACT

In order to investigate whether hydroquinone were adulterated in the marketed whitening cosmetics,
eighty-seven samples were randomly collected from beauty saloons, cosmetics stores, pharmacies and
supermarkets by local health authorities in Taiwan during March to April 2002. Samples were analyzed
by the high performance liquid chromatographic method. The result showed that four samples contained
hydroquinone and the amounts of hydroquinone were at 6.4, 5.5, 4.9 and 2.5%, respectively. Seventeen
samples (19.5%) violated the labeling regulations.

Key words: whitening cosmetics, hydroquinone.
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