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Reception and Rejection: The Spread of Chinese
Books in the Western Regions during the
Tang Dynasty

Rong Xinjiang*
Abstract

From the reign of Emperor Taizong, the Tang dynasty began to exert its
political influence on the Western Regions. After its conquest of the Western
Turkic Khanate during Gaozong’s reign, the Tang dynasty subjected the Western
Regions to its rule. Besides periodic invasions by Tibetan and Western Turkic
tribes, the Tang’s control over the Western Regions lasted over 100 years.
During this period, the political institutions and culture of the Tang dynasty
were introduced to the Western Regions and gradually adopted by local oases
kingdoms.

Due to the lack of both historical accounts in traditional sources and
complete unearthed texts, however, it is almost impossible to study the extent
of Han Chinese influence on the Western Regions during the Tang dynasty.
Therefore this article focuses specifically on the spread of Chinese books,
the contents of which represented the essence of Han Chinese culture, in the
Western Regions during the Tang dynasty. Based on texts unearthed in Kucha
and Khotan since the end of the 19" century and in particular more recently

discovered materials, the author will discuss issues that include what Chinese

* Rong Xinjiang is Director of the Center for Research on Ancient Chinese History at Peking

University.
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books were introduced to the Western Regions, the forms and ways in which they
were introduced, the people who used these books, the influence of these books,
especially on the intellectual constructs of the local Au people, as well as the
obstacles to their introduction and spread. Based on the discussions above, the
author will present a general description of the spread of Chinese books in the

Western Regions and offer explanations for the final disruption of this spread.

Keywords: the western regions, Kucha, Khotan, Chinese books, 4u people






