
Erluanbi was formerly known as "Shamaji" or "Shamajitou" The word "Erluan" in Paiwan 

language essentially means "yacht" It was named "Erluan" after a huge, yacht resembling coral reef 

rock nearby Erluanbi; and "Bi" indicates the prominent topography of a cape. Together, the place 

was named Erluanbi. It is the southernmost tip of Taiwan and also the point where Bashi Channel 

and Pacific Ocean meets. In the Park, a forest of huge coral reef rocks, within which a lush growth 

of unique coral reef plants and tropical coastal plants is found, making the park an excellent 

outdoor botanical classroom. Despite the most renowned lighthouse, the park also houses a pre-

historic site with the longest history, back dated to 5000 and 6000 years ago. 
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The entire area of the 

Erluanbi Coral Reef Forest 

Park sits on the rising coral 

reefs. The park is gifted 

with diverse topography 

such as huge fringing reefs, 

scattered hiking trails, 

Cingtianshih (Towering 

Rock), Haojushih (sea 

eroded reef rock), Chinwen-

shih/Kisiing Rock (sea eroded 

slumping cliff), Yuanjialu/Lovers 

Path (cracks in reef rocks), 

Ancient Cave (Gutong) and 

Feifei Cave (limestone cave). 

With typical topogra-

phical environment of 

high elevated coral reef 

and tropical oceanic climate, 

the park breeds unique 

vegetation genera of 

the high-elevated 

coral reefs. With diverse 

adapting external physical 

appearances, most of the 

plants like sunlight and 

feature high level of 

endurance against drought 

and salt. They include 

Swinhoe fig, Povteria, Zebra 

tree, Formosan aglaia etc. 

The logged path along the 

seashore makes an excellent 

outdoor classroom to observe the 

seashore coral reef plants such as 

Pemphis acidula, Scaevola 

hainanensis, Messerschmidia 

argentea and Hibiscus tiliaceus.    

The densely growth of coral 

reef forests provide the living 

space for many bio-organism: The 

voices of Taiwan Bulbul, 

Gray Tree Pie, Lesser 

Scimitar Babbler or Brown 

Shrike can be heard anytime. Butterfly 

species like Idea leuconoe, Heng-chun 

birdwing butterfly, and Papilio 

polytes dance gracefully in the air. 

In summer, snail specie ofthe 

Pancala batanica, Swinhoe's tree lizard 

and land crab species of the 

Geothelphusa albogilva often appear in 

the park.



 Prehistoric Village

In the 6th Year during the reign of 

Emperor Tongjhih of Ching Dynasty (A. C. 

1867), an American commercial vessel, 

"Rover" involved in a shipwrecked due to 

collision with the coral reefs nearby Cising 

Isle. When the captain, his wife and the crew 

members came ashore at the Tanzihwan 

(Tanzih Bay), there were taken by surprise by 

the aborigines of Gueizaijiao village (currently 

known as Sheding). The only survivor was a 

Chinese crewmember. Besides, the Okinawan 

seamen had also involved in a shipwrecked 

around the southernmost tip and therefore 

inflicted the Mutanshe Incident, whereby the 

Japanese military attacked Taiwan in 1874. 

Due to frequent occurrence of shipwrecks, 

the Ching government, in 1875 had commis-

sioned a member of the Royal Geographic 

Society, Mr Brazeley to conduct a land survey 

for the building of a lighthouse in the 

Hengchun area. The government had also 

spent 100 pieces of silver currency in 

purchasing the proposed land for the 

southernmost tip lighthouse from the 

aborigines at Gueizaijiaoshe (Gueizaijiao 

Village).

The construction and accomplishment of 

Erluanbi Lighthouse took place in the reign of 

Emperor Guangsiyu 7th and 8th Year 

respectively. It was in service a year after its 

accomplishment. For prevention against the 

intrusion from the aborigines, the lighthouse 

was built in the shape of a rampart, with the 

tower base being a fort. Atop of the walls, gun 

ports are in place. Surrounded by trenches 

and installation of firearms, fully armed 

military forces are stationed to defend the 

lighthouse, making it an armed lighthouse, 

which is rarely found in the world.

In 21st Year during the reign of 

Guangsiyu (A. C. 1895) the lighthouse was 

bombed when the Ching government 

retreated from Taiwan. It was restored by the 

Japanese government in the reign of Meiji 

31st Year (A. C. 1898). By the end of World 

War II, the lighthouse was again destroyed by 

the bombings of the allied forces' planes. 

After the restoration of Taiwan, the 

lighthouse underwent reconstruction for the 

third time. The lighthouse is now 21.4m tall. 

It has an internal setting of a large-scale 

rotating glass transparent illuminating light 

with the brightness of 1,800,000 Candle 

Power and the ability to make a full rotation 

in 30 seconds. With the visibility of 20 

nautical miles, this is the most powerful 

lighthouse in Taiwan, which earns the honor 

of "The Light of East Asia" Currently, it is 

planned as a historic site conservation area of 

Kenting National Park.
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  Cultural Stage Era distance from today  Stone Implement production method  Pottery features 

    

6500~5000

 Erluanbi 1st Pre-historic About 6500 to 5000 Striking No pottery production  

 Cultural phase years ago  skill (Pre-ceramic culture)

    

4500~3500

 Erluanbi 2nd Pre-historic About 4500-3500 years ago Striking, Grinding Red cord-marked pottery

 phase    

3500~2500

 Erluanbi 3rd Pre-historic About 3500-2500 years ago Striking, Grinding  painted pottery

 Cultural phase    

    

2500~1200

 Erluanbi 4th Pre-Historic About 2500-1200 years ago Striking , Grinding plain pottery

 Cultural phase

 Shell Scraper

During the era of the Japanese occupation, in the reign of 

Showa 2nd Year (1927), a press voting was conducted by the 

"Taiwan Daily Press" to decide on the new eight scenic areas 

of Taiwan. In the preliminary voting, Erluanbi Lighthouse 

had been selected as one of the eight scenic areas in Taiwan. 

This was later confirmed in 1929, under the 

inspection of the Reviewing Committee. In the 

following December of the same year, the 

monument that reads "Taiwan Eight Scenic 

Area-Erluanbi" was set up. Later, the famous 

Erluanbi Lighthouse had even topped the list of 

Taiwan Eight Scenic Areas. Today, the 

monument still stands proudly in the south of 

the lighthouse. Lighthouse

The Light of East Asia

In 1956, Professor 

Lin Chao Ci of the 

Geology Faculty, 

National Taiwan 

University discovered a stone slab coffin 

during the opening of the road in 

Erluanbi. In 1981, when the trail was 

paved with stone slabs during the 

planning activities of the Reef Forest 

Park, a wealth of cultural 

heritage from the pre-

historical period was 

discovered in 

Yuoicun and Gutong 

(Ancient Cave) within the park area. 

These cultural remains have been proven 

belonged to the pre-pottery of the 

Paleolithic period in the isle of 

Taiwan after the Basiandong 

(Basian Cave) Historic Site. 

As a whole, the innumer-

able huge coral reefs within the Park 

provide mankind of the pre-historic 

times with a hidden and sheltered, wind-

breaking dwelling. Freshwater can be 

seen flowing out between the 

crevices on the limestone 

rocks that sit on the 

coral reefs. This should be the 

important source of freshwater 

for the pre-historic mankind. The 

seashore is within easy reach. 

Mankind in the pre-historic 

times could fish or collect 

seashells at a near distance. 

Hence the historic site of the 

park is the home to a wealth of 

cultural relics from the pre-historic 

times, which can be classified into 4 

cultural stages; each having the pre-

historic outlook in chronological order. 
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