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Preface

The digital material Andy and Sweetie was issued in 2011, which 
was the series of materials for young children to learning Chinese. 
The purpose of this material is to establish overseas children’s 
Chinese communication ability by creating a natural and delighted 
Chinese learning environment. The contents and topics were 
selected for their meaningful connections with young children’s 
daily life.

Published on the journal of Chinese Learning Biweekly, Andy and 
Sweetie was divided into twelve lessons, which were: 1) How are 
you?, 2) My family, 3) Counting, 4) I am taller than you, 5) I like to 
eat tangerines, 6) Understanding shapes, 7) Understanding your 
body, 8) The color world, 9) Cute animals, 10) Shopping, 11) What 
time is it?, and 12) Thank you and Goodbye. In the stories of Andy 
and Sweetie, active and lovely characters were created. Led by these 
characters, related language contents and practicing activities were 
developed based on the patterns of parent-child interactions and in-
class teaching activities in overseas Chinese kindergarten classes. 
This material is especially suitable to young children from 3 to 
6 years old. Andy and Sweetie can increase learners’ interests in 
Chinese learning and keep their learning enthusiasm.

Moreover, the issues about children’s manner and character 
education were involved in Andy and Sweetie. Being aware of the 
importance of character education, the traditional Chinese virtues, 
such as respecting their parents or elder family members, being kind 
and polite to surrounding people, and being responsible to self’s 
learning and daily life, were also covered in this material. It is hoped 
to help overseas children understand the core values of Chinese 
traditional culture.

Ya- Hsun Tsai
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peace and safety for the following year.
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