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TheRiseof “PreciousFengshui Land” :
Migration and Place Making in Taiwan

Lin Wel-Ping*
Abstract

In this paper, | draw on a specific ethnographic case from Taiwan to discuss
how “moral excellence” of anative place, connoting intensive kinship ties and
territorial attachment, has formed out of the different spatial distributions of
political economy, employment patterns, and cultural ideas of place. Second, |
show how, by rebuilding ancestral houses, tombs, and executing community
construction projects, the migrants convert their material success into long-
lasting cultural value, the new architecture also being designed so asto objectify
their new identities. Finaly, | argue that when the migrants engage with the new
eraof global capitalism, in which kinship and territorial tiesare significantly de-
emphasized, it changestheir interactions with the peoplein their place of origin.
Their imagination of homeland isthus elaborated by knowledge gained from the
outsideworld, and isreplaced by animage of a “treasuretrove”, which contests
with the traditional views of homeland.

Keywords. homeland, migration, place, fengshui, Taiwan
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