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Neo-Confucianism in Early Modern
Japan: The Case of the Kaitokudo
in Osaka

Demin Tao*

Abstract

This article aims at presenting the case of the Kaitokudo %4 (1724-
1869), a unique Neo-Confucian academy in early modern Japan. Based in Osa-
ka, the contemporary economic center of Japan, the Kaitokudo was run by a gro-
up of wealthy merchants and was chartered by the Tokugawa shogunate. In its
history of about one hundred and fifty years the academy formed a distinctive
scholarly tradition and produced several prominent scholars, such as Goi Ranshii
T B, Tominaga Nakamoto ‘& 7k fifiE, Nakai Chikuzan 13447111, Nakai Ri-
ken 1 JEHF, and Yamagata Banto [1] Fy g dk.

By analyzing these scholars’ attainments in Neo-Confucian epistemology
and atheism and their accomplishments in astronomical study and administrative
consultation including designing the communal granary system for social secur-
ity, the article reveals the profound impact of Neo-Confucianism on early mod-
ern intellectual word and the society as a whole in East Asia.

The article also points out that some scholars of the Kaitokud6 had tried to
go beyond Zhu Xi by taking a radical atheistic stand against the superstitions and

corrupted religions, and this kind of prusuit reflected the rise of economic ration-

*Demin Tao is a professor at the Faculty of Letters, Kansei University.



294

alism in early modern Japan.

Keywords: Kaitokudd, Neo-Confucian epistemology, atheism,

astronomy, communal granary system



