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Korean Confucian Li Huizhai’s 2 pg 7%
Understanding of Zhu Xi’s %k &
Thought and Its Modern Significance

Cho-hon Yang®

Abstract

The argument about Li Yandi’s 4%£jf ( alias Li Huizhai) and Cao Hanfu’s
WS wuji taiji AR AR was the first argument of importance about Confucian
philosophy in Korean Confucianism. Li Huizhai had a thorough understanding of
Zhu Xi’s thought, well expressing Zhu Xi’s focus on practicing morality and
learning from inferiors. Although Cao Hanfu’s theory is criticized for its mixture
of Buddhism and Taoism, there are some characteristics of Lu Xiangshan and
Wang Yangming in Cao’s thought.

This article makes an analysis of the contents of argument by Li and Cao
through ontology and practice, with a view to showing objectively their thoughts
and making public the truth about Li Huizhai’s deep understanding of Zhu Xi’s

thought and its modern significance.

Keywords: Korean Confucianism, Li Huizhai Z= #5375, Zhu Xi %k &, wuji

taiji ##% K #%, modern significance

*Cho-hon Yang is a professor in the Chinses Literature Department, National Central University.





