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On the First Chapter of Zhongyong
¥ J& . The Interpretations of
Zhu Xi % & and Liu Jishan 2] 3§ .y

Yueh-hui Lin*

Abstract

The Zhongyong has been an important intellectual source of Neo-Confu-
cianism in the Sung-Ming period. Each Neo-Confucian scholar’s understan-
ding and interpretation of Zhongyong, more often than not, reflects the charac-
ter of its author’s own thought. At the same time, Zhongyong has helped il-
luminate the Neo-Confucianist concerns for the original substance (benti A<45)
and for the individual effort of moral cultivation (gongfu 1T.5%).

It has been observed that the intellectual build-up of the renowned Sung
Neo-Confucinist Zhu Xi had much to do with his efforts of comprehending
Zhongyong. In this way he established a dualistic approach to /i ¥ and gi &, the
influence of which lasted until the end of the Ming dynasty. By contrast, Liu
Jishan of the late Ming was opposed to Zhu Xi’s dualistic approach; Liu reinter-
preted the Zhongyong with a distinct monolithic orientation and established his
theory of “vigilant solitude” (shendu E1).

My article first analyzes how Zhu Xi and Liu Jishan interpreted the first

chapter of Zhongyong. Then, | make a comparison between Zhu and Liu to disc

*Yueh-hui Lin is an assistant researh fellow at the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy,

Academia Sinica.
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lose the existence of “the conflict of interpretations™ (quanshi chongtu i FEE 5%);
that is, in terms either of the original substance or of the individual effort of moral
cultivation, Zhu Xi and Liu Jishan followed different approaches and reached
variant conclusions. Hence, I also illustrate that Neo-Confucian scholars in inter-
preting ancient Confucian classics adopted a distinctive approach, which implied

a dimension of philosophical hermeneutics.

Keywords: Zhu Xi % -&, Liu Jishan 2|3 \li, Zhongyong ¥ J& (Doctrine of
the Mean), shendu 1445, (vigilant solitude), quanshi chongtu 2
#1485 % (the conflict of interpretations)





