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Zhu X1’s Family Rites and
Min Learning

Feng-mao Li*

Abstract

Zhu Xi’s “Min Learning” [#]£% (named after his sojourn in Fujian Province)
had a concrete impact on local Confucian scholars in not only the investigation
of righteousness and principle (yili {##&%), but also in the area of family rites (jiali
#1%). Widely-utilized compendia of family rites such as Lii Zizhen’s [ [-fig
Jiali daquan 5% K4 (Great Anthology of Family Rites) and Zhang Rucheng’
s 54, Jiali huitong %l (Compendium of Family Rites) were influenced
by Zhu Xi’s Jiali % (Family Rites) as they adapted themselves to local cus-
toms and use in Fujian. In terms of research into Zhu Xi’s family rites, Patricia
Buckley Ebrey has produced an annotated translation and study of the Jiali. The
present essay is a further survey and discussion of the meaning of Zhu Xi’s tea-
chings on the practice of the rites in terms of their timeliness, practicality, and
measured adaptation (quanbian §£%%). Throughout his life, Zhu Xi continued to
use these principles to edit his family rites, especially emphasizing funerary and
sacrificial rites. Though his writings were not fully compiled and published in
his lifetime, they received broad circulation after his death. From the perspective
of social performance the rites do indeed reveal social roles. Moreover, the prac-

tice of life-cycle rites also shows how heavenly principle (tianli <{%) and heav-

*Feng-mao Li is a research fellow at the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy at Acad-

emia Sinica.
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enly nature (tianxing KVk) are manifested in daily life and practice. Thus, the
question of how to “practice” (shijian ‘E|¥) the rites is based upon the classics
(jing £%) and a sense of measurement (quan #£). The classics reveal their un-
changing righteousness and principle (yili {#f%), while sanction refers to their
measured adaptation. Since the Song dynasty, the question of how Confucia-
nism should deal with local traditions, especially in terms of the funerary rites
that were so important to the Buddhists and Daoists, has remained an important
question. In their redactive work, Lii Zizhen and Zhang Rucheng responded to
this issue in different ways. However, both used the principle of measured adap-
tation to fit the rites to actual use in the Fujian region, from whence they were
transmitted to Taiwan. Zhu Xi’s thought exerted a manifest influence on Fujian
and Taiwan through the forms of the family rites. One can observe how the prac-
tice of rites for extraordinary occasions in the life-cycle upholds the meaning and

value of the ordinary, normal order of things.

Keywords: family rites (jiali R#%), Zhu Xi’s % & Family Rites (R#%), Li
Zizhen & F#k&, Zhang Rucheng 7k % 3%, Fujian Province





