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The Study of Chiang Kai-shek’s Sound
Archives in The National Central
Library

Sung mei-chen, Chen li-ling, Tang shen-jung

Abstract

In 2008 BCC (The Broadcasting Corporation of China) donated 40,000 items of
sound archives to the National Central Library. These archives include various forms
of sound recording materials such as long playing records and open reel tapes. Notable
among these archives are the Chiang Kai-Shek’s broadcasting archives due to their
historical values.

The main purpose of this study is to know the amount of items of Chiang Kai-
Shek’s sound recordings being collected by The National Central Library. For obtaining
this result, firstly the authors have to extract from various documents for all Chiang
Kai-Shek’s opening speeches over the years as a population. Secondly, the authors
compare the contents of population with those of donated sound archives from BCC.

After comparing a population of 1,616 items of extracted speeches with the 250
items of donated sound archives,the findings of this study are: (1) The Chiang Kai-
Shek’s speeches encompass a wide range of topics;(2) The National Central Library
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merely collects 15.47% of Chiang Kai-Shek’s sound archives; (3) 51 items of newly-
found sound archives are not written in the historical documents.

The conclusions and suggestions of this study are: (1) to value the preservation
and collation of sound and video archives of national leaders; (2) to implement the
collection and transfer regulations of sound and video archives of national leaders; (3)

to promote the investigation and collation of historical sound and video archives.
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