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From the Transformation of Experimental
Materials to Becoming Official Curriculum:
The “Banqiao Model” and Adapted Version

of Elementary Social Studies Textbook
Development

Shu-Ching Chou Wu-Chi Chang

In the 1980s, Banqgiao Teachers in-Service Learning Center developed the ele-
mentary social studies experimental materials over the course of a long time.
Due to textbook policies, the materials were transformed into the unified ver-
sion of textbooks. This transformation process was a landmark in Taiwan’s cur-
riculum history, symbolizing a paradigm shift from “curticulum making” to
“curriculum development”. How were the experimental materials transformed
into official curriculum? How did those with discipline-center curriculum views
negotiate with those upholding experientialism during the process? These are
the main discussion points of this paper. This study employed oral history, in-
terviewing key persons who participated in Bangiao experimental materials and
adapted version of textbooks from 1979 to 1993. The main findings are: (1)
Due to social changes resulting from the lifting of Martial Law, the Adapted
Version of textbooks contains a mixture of new and old values; (2) the Adapted
Version of textbooks represents negotiations between two views: disci-
pline-center and experientialism curriculum; (3) the experientialism which the
experimental materials are based on blended with the social studies curriculum
ideas of “Human and Social Science Committee” and then became the founda-
tion of the 1993 Elementary Social Studies Curriculum Standard.
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