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The Research of the Key Competency of Taiwanese Children and the For mation of
Early Childhood Curriculum

What key competency should Taiwanese children of age 2-6 have, especially considering
the Chinese cultural context? Can we apply Taiwan’s past and future curriculum outlines on
the Greater Chinese societies?

Should the development of the curriculum outline be top-down or bottom-up? Or should
it be the discourse of the inter-subjectivity of adults and children in the complex society? The
research aims to analyze the relationship of the key competency of Taiwanese children and the
construction of early childhood curriculum. It is done by gathering the comparable data of
major countries in the world, three Taiwanese curriculum guidelines (1953, 1975 & 1987),
and in-depth interviews with representatives from all-walks of life, survey data and focus
groups composed by kindergarten teachers and administrators. In the end, a new curriculum
guideline will be drawn in order to provide areference balancing between practices and
theories.

Theresearch purposes arethreefold:

1. To explore the relationship of the key competencies of Taiwanese children and the
construction of early childhood curriculum, especialy under the context of Chinese
culture.

2. To understand the relationship of the key competencies and the construction of early
childhood education in some major countries.

3. To analyze the relationship of the key competencies of Taiwanese children and the
construction of early childhood curriculum in order to draw a new curriculum
guideline.

Theresearch methods are:
Literature of key competenciesin some major countries.
Analyse 1953, 1975 and 1987 curriculum guidelinesin Taiwan.
In-depth interviews with representatives from all-walks of life.
Focus groups composed by kindergarten teachers and administrators.
Questionnaire survey.

Theresearch findings are:

1. Under Chinese social context, children’s key competenciesin Taiwan should have
long-term observations and anal yses.

2. Children’s key competencies put emphasis on “using tools interactively” and
“functioning in socially heterogeneous groups’, as well as on work, cherished, diligent
and personality according to Taiwanese tradition.

3. By analysis of Taiwan curriculum guidelinesin 1953 ~ 1975 and1987, the adult still
occupies the main role, the child isregard as passiverole.

4. The kindergarten curriculum guidelinesin 1987 reveal traditional values and abilities,

ok~ 0N PRF
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and the adult is the leading role in curriculum objectives.

5. The dialogue between professors and kindergarten teachers maked children’s key

competencies in Taiwan get closer educational field with various opinions.

6. Children’s key competencies in Taiwan include three dimensions:

(1) using tools interactively
A. expression and communication
B. using information and communications technology
C. esthetic attitude and creation
D. reading and thinking
E. manage and resolve coflicts
(2) functioning in socially heterogeneous groups
A. concern with others
B. express sensitively
C. respect and care
D. cooperate and share with others
E. take responsibility for his’her behavior
(3) acting autonomously
A. take care of himself/herself
B. endurance and optimistic
C. curiousity and exploration
D. appreciation and cherished
E. character and honest
Theresearch suggestions are:

1. To add amethodology of virtual ethnography.

2. To analyse the experience of key competencies and early childhood curriculum in
New Zeaand.

3. To establish key competencies must consider the factor of social culture context.

4. To trandate key competencies to measurable items.

5. To establish early childhood curriculum based on key competencies, as well as
connection with other major countries and integration of elementary and junior high
school curriculum.

6. To make the further analyses and investigate according to the result of questionnaire
survey data and in-depth interviews.

7. To explore further analysis of the views of key competencies from different
background interviewees.

8. The new kindergarten curriculum should emphasis on children’s subjectivity.

Keywords. Key competency, the Formation of Curriculum
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Conceptual Foundations » i DeSeCo) > Fi5t & vfﬁhlgéa R 2 Erm a}zia‘qﬁﬂﬂ [F 13!
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(=) ®wenmp gt 4
RS 10 O RIS R RS R 5
(Mayer ommittee,1992) :

== “:_'_IF—:[

ﬂ(Language and Communication)
2. 5(; (M athematl CS)

3R FF= R gyl (Scientific and Technological Understanding)
4. (=Rl (Cultural Understanding)

5. EﬁiﬁﬁL 11 (Problem Solving)

6. ~ =~ R Jﬁ T (Personal and Interpersonal Characteristics)

AT mpulN g Ele ﬁ?ﬁ—’**‘ it #"f“ '/£l¢ & ﬁf N=E) = BT

AZHT 1992 F l/ﬁyF it N Feﬂ Fuég%@:,g ,Fl ST HIES
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34! E.U%"“'“%iF,;{*J(PI anning and Organising Activities)

4= & EdlF 5 ('=(Working with Others and in Teams)
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6.7k 11} (Solving Problems)

7.[E" R $(Using Technology)
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