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“I Am to Wear a Vice-consul's Coat, with
King's Buttons.” The Political Translation
of Robert Morrison

Lawrence Wang-chi WONG

Numerous studies have been conducted on Robert Morrison, the first Prot-
estant missionary to China, for his achievements in preaching Christianity to the
Chinese, and in areas such as education, printing, and lexicography. In transla-
tion, the greatest accomplishment of Morrison was his complete translation of
the Bible, and this, by all means, attracts great attention. However, what has not
been duly recognized is his role as a political translator working for the British
in their struggle against the Chinese laws and order at the turn of the 19th cen-
tury.

Officially, Robert Morrison has worked for the British government for two
times: first in 1816 as the interpreter in the second British mission to China led
by Lord Ambherst, and then in July 1834 as the Chinese Secretary and Inter-
preter for Lord William John Napier, the first Chief Superintendent of British
Trade in China. Both can be seen as very strong diplomatic attempts of the
British government to force open the tightly closed door of China. Though
neither Amherst nor Napier was able to achieve their goals, Morrison, as the
only person who had a good command of Chinese, played a vital role in these
two missions.

Apart from these official capacities, Robert Morrison has in fact been in-
volved as a translator in British-Chinese politics unofficially since his employ-
ment as the Chinese secretary and interpreter of the East Indian Company at
Guangzhou. He was at that time the bridge between the Chinese local officials
and the British traders. Handling many sensitive issues of conflicts, Morrison
was considered to have “significantly altered the character of British relations
with the mandarins”. This in fact had much longer and more profound impact
on Sino-British relationship than acting as interpreter in the two official mis-
sions.

The present paper looks into the translation activities of Robert Morrison
as a political interpreter, both officially and unofficially, and their impact on
British-Chinese relations in the early 19th century. It will enrich our understand-
ing of Robert Morrison as well as some key issues in the history of Sino-British
diplomatic relationship.
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I have also the honour of acquainting your excellency, that his majesty, my
most gracious sovereign, has been pleased to invest me with powers, political
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LA ROGENDNEWF AAPRLMFERMELEOH T A THEHBAFES - &
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Staunton, G. T. (2000). Notes of proceedings and occurrences during the british embassy to
Pekin in 1816. Britain and the China trade 1635-1842 (Vol. X). London & New York: Routledge »
B & RAIL - A Bllis, H. (1816). Journal of the proceedings of the late embassy to China. Tondon: J.
Murray; Davis, J. E (1841). Sketches of China, Partly during an inland journey of four months, to Peking,
Nanking and Canton, with notices and observations relative to the present war. London: Knight.
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“Letter from the Prince Regent to the Emperor of China” (Morse, 1926¢, pp. 278-279).
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FEL MEROLHFLETLS B T HABRRER  RMAEARHEAALFE
FAEEREGE A | (“To these requests no positive reply was at present thought necessary”)
(Staunton, 2000, p. 53) ¢

“Letter from the Prince Regent to the Emperor of China” (Morse, 1926¢, pp. 278-279).
(CHERE A B ARAEEIMEEN L) (LTS > 1968b > B 24> HH 643)
(ABLABFHEERTE AR R E XX EENERB AR TIASEEA L
Wy (TS > 1968b 0 B 250 45 H 643)
(BRETHRHERBRAFRAANRTREEHIE) (LFHWHESH 19680 A 25
WHS10)  (CREZIF G ETRBAFEAMT AN B ERATHRFR LN ) (HE
MR % > 19682 > B 36 » 4 H 532) ¢
CGEERRBBRRRIBFHEFAMRBGNTIREH B BR AR ERBHFARE > B
B (MW Es » 1968 B 3 4 H 465) ¢
EEIHFPRTFRAZEEMFARNEAE  ENER-_+—%ZA+—8 28
THRESA > BA—+ABAEAR "L 5@ELRS - (HHARFT2%EE
RAEZHIEM R EH AT RERGERE ) (TN 1968 B 4 47
548) e

(REBEZEANFBATHN IR EEEEEFALHEBE) (LETHEMES > 1968
H 12-13 0 48 H 484-485)

(BREHZMRF AGSAAREAAN O Fd € R REMAEIRERTY) (KR
% > 19682 > H 46 S H 552)

KW g RAD RS AR R o R R A W A SEE R — Rk
AR S LR HAT SRR > AR T R RAE BT T B AR TS
JEm# e £ (Staunton, 1856) ( cf. Tuck, 2000, p. xxxv ) ©

CGRBREMBE T ha) (REHMES > 196820 B 58-59 » 48 H 576-578) ©

(R REEFRBEFARETASRTABINALZETHKL AN (Rl
PdE % 0 1968b 0 B 340 HH 661-662) ©

HEERRANERHAEHHRARER THET IRARZRERGE &R EH
TR 0 XA — SRS R de i — 0 R KRB YR B AR AR R 0 MR
B T A6 R A BIA B 30 8930 2 o 3E XA MERA Morse (1926b, p. 247-252) °

B By B a3 L 0 U Morse (1926b, p. 300-302) ©
WA B ey AR - AL AW 0 AR A TS T € FIBIR S
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52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.
60.

61.

T4 34 (2005 B 65-107) e

. Morrison to Thomas Fisher, 10 Oct 1933 (Morrison, 1839b, p. 488).
46.

Morrison to John Robert Morrison, 9 April 1834 + &% B #k#% (2005 > & 89) °
BIRK B a6y TSP & h HAL S LA B 3 0 SRR et A S ey i E
TR LR R TR E R (Liu, 2004, p. 256,043 ) ©

Morrison to John Robert Morrison, 17 July 1834 » %k & #k4% (2005 > & 103) °
MM EMH T 4 Morse (1910-1918, pp. 118-144).

(B btwrt A +wBRFER) (EEKRERS 1967 B6-7)°

M s R R SHNEARKEZRER) (FETEZFTA) A "TAMRA
E R RF O AFRH o (LHEME) (BT - REw) (CEEH 0 2002
B 557) ¢

514k B Keeton (1969, p. 141) e

Bl EHBRRELE Y FRRRAEFFUHALE " RREAPETELTELELZR
A BREXRAZRECBBFTRAR =28 TR FR ) AR R LN AR OBE
BB & B € (Secret Committee) MR B ° % (FHHmZHEFNHERRIBREIH AL
B EEANTERAFATI) (PEE B RESH 199 H279) ¢

B A(BENE) (Bt "B =) CREH 2002 A 518) Frse " IEA RTASL
AFERAL RTELEREHARNSE T BAREFLEEIE - mRAEAWE 17
FEBYRBEER PR LAY 5 5 oh o SRR FRAE AT WFE LA =R E
BENOEPLAERERLE  fabde T REREFEREREHLIE S | ks TH
ke TAREE  BERHAF ) (T RERS 1967 H8) o

Fo I, HAT A A AR A AT e SN SR — A LAY R R AR AT 0
AR LR —EEFr & REGA > 12 T KPR o il £ R o) T OL & & B AL
#H &Koy F % o (Morrison, 1839a, p. 270 ) °

Jr X & BA¥ # “significantly altered the character of British relations with the mandarins” °

Staunton, G. T. (1810). Ta Tsing Len 1ee, Being ... the Penal Code of China. London: T. Cadell & W.
Davis, 1810, repr., Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing Co.

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
China” (Mortison, 1839b, pp. 139-145).

Sir James Urmston to Morrison (Morrison, 1839b, p. 1406).

“Narrative of an affair between a watering party of seamen, from the Topaz, an English
frigate, and the Chinese inhabitants of the Lin-tin Island, situated above Macao, in the passage
from the sea to the anchorage at Whampoa, interspersed with remarks on the current affairs
of Canton”, “Appendix” (Morrison, 1839b, pp. 10-32) ; % 4b » B# T AT B EH4 0 T H
ZE et R dor BB — A RAE S (199220 R 34-53) °

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
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62.

63.
64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

China” (Morrison, 1839b, pp. 142-143).

“Thoughts on the conduct of the Chinese government towards the Honorable Company’s
servants at Canton” (Morrison, 1839b, Appendix, p. 7).

B2 55 70 F B B TR 8 A 69384 0 T 4 Keeton (1969) 5 & & Ak (2002) ©

F- 42 1725 4 0 E B R EI RS 3 515 (Cyr Contancin, 1670-1733) A& F & A€
ey PIRE T (RR) > H58A (FM) "L TF o TM@EEEFEMITA ALE
BT RS PR AL EMME §SARAETERMGEE | (FIEH5F
2001 > & 189-196) °

B AR Sk 3 1 S dnsF (IR) e T4 A XUR (2005) © kA AR
SRg - CRI) ayBlENH > LT EFI -

ol e 1815 1 A 10 B B4 & RoyfEF - W T — 8% (R#R) s
HE R HIE 181641 A 1 B - thE RIS IR ML T 1815 4
10H 6By (R#M) > LAFEFIHTHFog— %R R 4 Morrison (1839b, pp. 224,
434) -

CERZRBEWABF AL RATESTHF RS RRITRER 24808 ) (BhE+HF
tA-twmR) LA THRAELAL LSS RBEE  KTHENR KB
WE L (FPES B EES  1992b B675) (REXEZERL S ITNBETH
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(FTHM L LSRR L RARETRIARRCRGZET AR F LR (B
—t=FXA=FHB) (CPAEF—BLAERES 0 1992b 0 B 831-832) ¢

“Thoughts on the conduct of the Chinese government towards the honorable company’s
servants at Canton” (Morrison, 1839b, Appendix, p. 7).

“Remarks on homicides committed by Europeans on the persons of natives at Canton, in
China” (Morrison, 1839b, p. 140).

R &k (2000 0 B 516-524) f— A &L (EFHRBEEBEIH) 9+ @R
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BE o Mg (PEAER) EHERBIEEYXF © “On the execution of the laws in
China” (Mortison, 1833a, p. 131), “Proportion of Manchu and Chinese officers in the high
posts of government” (Morrison, 1833b, p. 312), “Traits of the Imperial clan” (Morrison,
1833c, p. 378); “The Imperial Clan” (Morrison, 1834a, p. 512); “Danger of advising the
emperor” (Morrison, 1834b, p. 567) % » #R A& JF F HiGE#) X F -




38 GEEwmR H=K 5B

253k

HIB T FRRUAREE (AR (19922) © FRVERFRRRLB (S5 —MiF) - ~H -
:\ﬁj? TF 2L ﬁ”;?ir
FIB T FEplREER R G (1992b) - BV ERFRER LR (RILHE) - ~H
«j$?l 7TILI #’gﬂ“
FITB 53— AR ER (Afd) (1996) « @ %?,fﬂ[ﬁ?'%@ o LG e B R
FUPHIERG - 17 IR (O R
1L (2005) - E’Brﬁ%fﬂ TP B (RER) puaE - RS
200545528 - 71-82 -
Y3 (1989) < FEEIFEGL - A -l R
A (20092) © R0 OB o ORI SEBEIE AL SE AT ] -
63 97-145 o
A5k (2009b 0 125]) o T WRRE « BRSO R R TR B R
FEIR - oy AN LA SR P BED T 20094 5T P
FIERSF BRI o 25
4= /Hﬁﬁ«'f*%&fll[ﬁﬁ‘iﬁiﬁp*ﬁfé‘ﬁll“F”‘ = () (2008) o VAT« RER
A o REmE I REEk o GO - S Guel L o
FIA =~ 9=270 35 (1988)  BRPTRCIE < F/11 : fy s v -
HFE (1989) o AREFT B PEIRFT—— 18RSI S s P B a5 - - 1
[ TR T
et 5 G (1967) < T AT PRS0 - 1@%&]3@[’?} i
UTE S (2000) TE SR A 2 B —— S B 00 B 3 - 12 3 R g ) L 0
WEBWETE < FA NS A -
A (2002) o FRH TS 3 9 ii@ﬁlimp“?%;% JEWESE -
20065F55410] > 70-89 -
W g G (1968a) © JARAFSIRE - SRBEW] (SETLHE) - 2] A5

bid

bl

E}-’?ﬂr

Pf& {1966 G) (1968b) = JEARIMACELRE « B (5N » 2d™ 0 5
1:}-’§T+

Frsr’g ?Jﬁ#EW%E?ﬁ*(VJF) (1930) ° Gizfig= o U 4, ?I%[Jiﬁiﬁﬂiﬁi"?ﬁ%}ﬁf .
BHYF] > 9 > 306 -

e () (1993) « SERARARHT BB IR SERHERE {70 (11 78 -
P o) - IR < 1)
BT (1974) < BRI GRAHE > GBI © 70 [0 5 -

VR (2002) - WM - fri ¢ Ik S -




THREF EBARKB LR ARG SAER, : BEHNBUEWFED 39

G ~ 5 2150 (1987) < SRELG B USRI Syt (R i g -
JESARSE » 19874F 55100 > 94- 101 °

SIS (F§) (2001) - TPERG [ § [t ﬁ;”ﬁf@au AR R Y
fYiG o HFREE GRD > HK%@ﬂ:FP@ Fé-%E% S - gt -

e gﬁ) (2008) = A d *ad - Kot mEER (R%) « MEEPHRBT -
FKI?’:& . ﬁﬁf’;@iﬁw ﬁ{"gT‘% °

fletiny (2008) o SRS EEPYB HEC « =1 ¢ o B "WT* °

B (2000) = BT AT - el o scER
11-54) o Bo™ 1 Be@sp s 0 o

kg (2005) - ?aa?ﬁe‘a%?ﬂ‘i oL i “?‘Tuﬁ i o PP | — i
BEMBAIONSG - (it TPl ot [t

iRfe (2006) - SRR CRVELAPEGR) « WAL « TRIACEFENE L
IR (F1267.250) < i Gt [k

TRT () (2004) - BALEL 75 - RIS - HEH: | 7 e
i

Broomhall, M. (1924). Robert Morrison: A master-builder. London: Church Missionary Soci-
ety.

Coates, A. (1966). Prelude to Hongkong. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul.

Davis, J. E (1841). Sketches of China, Partly during an inland journey of four months, to Peking,
Nanking and Canton, with notices and observations relative to the present war. London:
Knight.

East India Company (1815). Translations from the original Chinese, with notes. Canton: Select
Committee.

Ellis, H. (1816). Journal of the proceedings of the late embassy to China. London: ]. Murray.

Farmer, E. L. (1963). James Flint versus the Canton interest (1755-1760). Papers On Chi-
na, 17, 38-60.

Hancock, C. (2008). Robert Morrison and the birth of Chinese Protestantism. London & New
York: T&T Clark.

Harrison, B. (1979). Waiting for China: The Anglo-Chinese College at Malacca 1818-1843 and
early nineteenth century missions. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press.

Hunter, W. C. (1855). Bits of old China. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, & Co.

Hunter, W. C. (1882). The “Fan Kwae” at Canton before the treaty days, 1825-1844. London:
Kegan Paul, Trench, & Co.

Keeton, G. W. (1969). The development of extraterritoriality in China (Vol. I). NY: Howard
Fertig,

Liu, L. H. (2004). The clash of empire: The invention of China in modern world making. Cam-




40 HFHE F=E F8

bridge, Mass. & London, UK: Harvard University Press.

Morrison, R. (1820). Memuoir of the principal occurrences during an embassy from the british govern-
ment of the court of China in the year 1816. London: Hatchard & Son.

Morrison, E. A. (1833a). On the execution of the laws in China. Chinese Repository, 11,
p. 131.

Morrison, E. A. (1833b). Proportion of Manchu and Chinese officers in the high posts
of government. Chinese Repository, 11, p. 312.

Morrison, E. A. (1833c). Traits of the imperial clan. Chinese Repository, 11, p. 378.

Morrison, E. A. (1834a). The imperial clan. Chinese Repository, 11, p. 512.

Morrison, E. A. (1834b). Danger of advising the emperor. Chinese Repository, 11, p. 567.

Morrison, E. A. (1839a). Memoirs of the life and labours of Robert Morrison, D.D. (Vol. I).
London: Longman, Orme, Brown, Green and Longmans.

Morrison, E. A. (1839b). Memoirs of the life and labours of Robert Morrison, D.D. (V7ol. II).
London: Longman, Orme, Brown, Green and Longmans.

Morse H. B. (1910-1918). The international relations of the Chinese Empire (170l. 1). London:
Longmans, Green & Co.

Morse, H. B. (19264). The chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635-1834 (1/0l.
I). London: Oxford University Press.

Morse, H. B. (1926b). The chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635-1834
(Vol. 11). London: Oxford University Press.

Mortse, H. B. (1926c¢). The chronicles of the East India Company trading to China, 1635-1834 (1/0l.
I11). London: Oxford University Press.

Staunton, G. T. (1810). Ta Tsing Len Lee, Being ... the Penal Code of China. London: T. Ca-
dell & W Davis, 1810, repr., Taipei: Ch’eng-wen Publishing Co.

Staunton, G. T. (1856). Memoirs of the chief incidents of the public life of Sir George Thomas
Staunton Bart. London: Privately printed.

Staunton, G. T. (2000). Notes of proceedings and occurrences during the british embas-
sy to Pekin in 18106. Britain and the China trade 1635-1842 (1'ol. X). London & New
York: Routledge.

Tuck, P. (2000). Introduction: Sir George Thomas Staunton and the failure of the Am-
herst embassy of 1816. Britain and the China trade, 1635-1842 (10l. X). London &
New York: Routledge.

Williams, S. S. (1830). Jargon spoken at Canton. China Repository, 4, 430-433.






