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The Use of English Proficiency Test Ac-
tivities in Chinese-English Interpretation
Proficiency Examination

Susan Lin  Chia-chien Chang

Given the laborious nature of interpreting testing and the scoring process,
most interpreting exams adopt language proficiency tests in the first phase as a
screening mechanism. The present research assessed test activities employed in
the first phase of three of the most representative English-Chinese interpreting
exams, and identified ‘spot dictation’, ‘short-answer listening comprehension
with note-taking’, and ‘summary’ as more potentially applicable test activities as
compared to ‘verbatim dictation’ and ‘short-answer listening comprehension’.
All the test activities were then administered to participants trained in interpret-
ing and participants who were never trained in interpreting so as to observe
whether differences in test activities have an impact on participant performance.

The results show participants who never trained in interpreting perform
better in ‘verbatim dictation’ than in ‘spot dictation’, while participants trained
in interpreting perform equally well in both; participants never trained in inter-
preting perform better in ‘short-answer listening comprehension’ than in ‘short-
answer listening comprehension with note-taking’, while participants trained in
interpreting perform equally well in both; participants trained in interpreting
outperform participants never trained in interpreting in ‘summary’ activity. It
is thus argued that ‘spot dictation’, ‘short-answer listening comprehension with
note-taking’, and ‘summary’ may be more applicable for screening purposes for
consecutive interpreting;

Key words: Chinese/English interpreting exam, English proficiency test, test
activities
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Definitions of cars vary among people. However, the world is transformed into a

different place after cars are widely procurable. Traffic jam is no longer a coinage.

In New York, 2.5 million cars traverse through the metropolis each day, leading to

a speed that could be exceeded by riding a horse. As some consider automobiles
an indispensable part of life, efforts have been made to reduce the negative impact
vehicles impose on human habitat. Automobile manufacturers currently turn to
the electric car. In fact, the electric car is not a novelty. It is approved by American
women in the early 1990s for being quiet and pollution-free. Today we witness
another surge of interest in this once unimaginable technology and many believe it

will lead to other forms of advances in transportation.

B 2

America and immigration are inseparable since immigration is an integral part of the

United State. Around 1900, the number of immigrants reached a peak of 8.8 mil-

lions. Every one of these millions of immigrants has had to deal with the problem of

adaptation which refers to the task of finding their niche in the US. Regarding im-
migration, the traditional view was assimilation, or the “melting pot” approach. The
immigrant group adapts to the core or mainstream culture and there is a blending
of values and lifestyles of immigrants with the mainstream. A more recent approach
is multiculturalism. This describes a society in which many cultures coexist without

mixing. This model resembles a salad bowl, in which many ingredients are present,

but distinct from each other, preserving their own flavor and identity.

EE3

Do we all have the potential to be millionaires, and can success be taught? What can

we learn from those who do make it to the top? Becoming a millionaire is a surpris-
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ingly haphazard affair. At school we are told that if we work hard and pass exams we
will do well. But a recent study by Professor Cary Cooper, of the University of Man-
chester, refutes this advice. When he studied the lives of successful entrepreneurs,
he found that neatly 60 per cent left school eatly either because they were thrown
out or were “bored”. Other studies suggest there is little correlation between how
well children do at school and the salary and job satisfaction they achieve as adults.
The most certain route to riches is to start out wealthy. Over half the people in the
most recent Sunday Times survey of the richest 200 people in the country inherited
money. Twenty-five per cent of those who head large corporations were born into
affluent families. If you’re not born wealthy, you may be able to capitalize on an-
other advantage: good looks. “Good looks make early life easier. Teachers and other
children will expect you to be kinder, cleverer and to do better than plainer peers,”
explains Dr Raymond Bull of Portsmouth University, expert on the effects of facial
appearance. Being tall is also an advantage. Other qualities being equal, employers
are more likely to select taller and more attractive people. However, unless you want
to work with children, it can be a handicap having too pretty a baby face. You are
likely to be regarded as kind, but not very efficient. You may fare better by taking
to crime— juries are far more likely to acquit you. In a new book, Business Elites,
Professor Cooper compares a number of successful entrepreneurs with people
Cooper calls intrapreneurs. He defines intrapreneurs as those who rise through the
ranks to the top of large corporations. Cooper found major differences between the
two groups. “Intraprencurs tended to be the kids everyone thought would do well.
Over half went to university, they are good organizers and get on well with people.”
But the entrepreneurs often had eatly reputations as troublemaker. “They probably
left school early, had several business disasters and are awkward personalities. They
are also intuitive and very determined.” The most dramatic difference between
entrepreneurs and corporation high-flyers was that only five per cent of Cooper’
s entrepreneurs had both patrents present throughout childhood, compared with
91 per cent of the intrapreneurs. In some cases the parent had died, in others they
had been absent for long periods. “Coping with disaster eatly in life appears to give

people vital resilience later on, “suggests Cooper.
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Why do manufactures of gadgets and machines make them so complicated?
And why do people want to buy such complicated things? Coming back to your
point that we seem to want to buy these things, the evidence is, they’re designed
to confuse us so that we appear to want them. That’s a fairly subtle point. Let’
s say there’s a tourist company...I’ll explain it in terms of tourist companies... it’
s a bit easier to understand the general idea. You want to go to Costa Del Sol and
some hotel... you want a swimming pool, you want to be near a beach, whatever,
whatever your criteria ate, you've got kids and you want...so on. If you look in any
travel brochure about the hotels and resorts, they tell you different things about each
hotel. And pretty soon you discover you don’t know how to make a decision—and
you make a random decision—that’s de liberate, because if you chose the best hotel,
everybody would go to that hotel, so what the travel companies do is they tell you
“This hotel’s got a swimming pool”, they tell you “this hotel’s got, you know, access
to the beach, this hotel’s got children’s facilities,” and so on. Basically, the point of
that is to spread the customers out amongst the different hotels that they have on
offer. That sort of thing goes on with video recorders. The purpose isn’t to give
you features you want, the purpose is to get you into the shop, confuse you so that
you can be sold a product on the basis that it’s a pound cheaper than a competitot’
s, or that it’s made by a brand name that rings a bell or that, you know, it was at the
front of the shop. And those ate all things they know how to control. So as you
look at it, you know, why are they making confusing gadget? Well, because they sell.
And they sell because confusing people is an easy way of controlling them. I once
hoped that safety critical systems would be a way of improving things...we can all
laugh about a video recorder, you know, at worst, you record the wrong programme
or whatever, you know it’s just irritating and we certainly laugh about it... but that
sort of gadget is also available in , for instance, aeroplane cockpit. Have you seen
an aeroplane cockpit? You know, they’re covered in knobs, buttons and things...
or a nuclear power station, you name it, in a safety critical environment they have
gone overboard in gadgets that are rather similar to video recorder..and it’s then no
longer a joke... it’s deadly setious. I've worked with some of these interfaces and in
aeroplanes, and although it doesn’t help me to say this, my cynical view is they are

designed not to be easy to use, they’re designed so that when the plane crashes, the
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manufacturers can say “it was the pilot’s fault”. If the user’s killed himself, so much

the easier to blame the user himself, then it’s not the machine’s problem.

BB 5
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[A] Our society is now being reshaped by rapid advances in
information technologies-computer, telecommunications networks,
and other digital systems-that vastly increased our capacity to
know, achieve, and collaborate. [a] These technologies allow us to transmit

information quickly and widely, linking distant places and diverse areas of endeavor

in productive new ways, and to create communities that just a decade ago were

unimaginable.

Of course, [b] our society has been through other periods of dramatic change

before, driven by such innovations as the steam engine, railroad, telephone, and

automobile. [B] But never before have we experienced technologies
that are evolving so rapidly (increasing in power by a hundredfold every
decade), altering the constraints of space and time, and reshaping
the way we communicate, learn and think.

[C] The rapid evolution of digital technologies is creating not
only new opportunities for our society, but also challenges to
it as well, and institutions of every stripe are grappling to respond by adapting

their strategies and activities. [c] Corporations and governments are reorganizing

to enhance productivity, improve quality, and control costs. Entire industries have

been restructured to better align themselves with the realities of the digital age. It

is no great exaggeration to say that [d] information technology is fundamentally

changing the relationship between people and knowledge.

[D] Yet ironically, at the most knowledge-based entities of all—
our colleges and universities—the pace of transformation has
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been relatively modest in key areas. Although research has in many ways
been transformed by information technology, and it is increasingly used for student

and faculty communications, [e] other higher-education functions have remained

more or less unchanged. Teaching, for example, largely continues to follow a

classroom-centered, seat-based paradigm.

[E] Nevertheless, some major technology-aided teaching experiments
are beginning to emerge, and several factors suggest that digital
technologies may eventually drive significant changes throughout
academia. Because [f] these technologies are expanding by orders of magnitude

our ability to create, transfer, and apply information, they will have a profound

impact on how universities define and fulfill their missions. In particular, [g] the

ability of information technology to facilitate new forms of human interaction may

allow the transformation of universities toward a greater focus on learning.

Already, higher education has experienced significant technology-based change, par-
ticularly in research, even though it presently lags other sectors in some respect. And

[h] we expect that the new technology will eventually also have a profound impact

on one of the university’s primary activities—teaching—by freeing the classroom

from its physical and temporal bounds and by providing students with access to
original source material. The situations that students will encounter as citizens and
professionals can increasingly be simulated and modeled for teaching and learning,

and [i] new learning communities driven by information technology will allow

universities to better teach students how to be critical analyzers and consumers of

information.





