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Translator Manipulation: From Cuore to
Xin’ Jonrnal about School 1 .ife

Hung-shu Chen

This study proposes to discuss translator manipulation, especially focusing
on the manipulations of genre, narration, characters, and plot. The case to be
studied is Cuore, an Italian diary novel written by Edmondo De Amicis in 1886,
which was translated into English by Isabel F. Hapgood in 1887. The English
version was translated into Japanese in 1902, whence the first Chinese transla-
tion, Xin’s Journal about School Life (#3155, was derived. The voyage from
Italy to China constitutes a complicated translation process and the differences
among these versions place the translator’s role in the spotlight.

This study compates the Italian, English, Japanese and Chinese versions, ob-
serving how these translators manipulated the texts, and infers that a translator
can be a rewriter with an ideological agenda. With some interesting examples
from these translated versions of Cuore, this study emphasizes that a transla-
tor can in all likelihood be influenced by the moral or poetic norms of his/her
society. In the first Chinese translation of Cuore, Bao Tianxiao (¥7X), the trans-
lator, localized and trans-wrote the stories. These strategies were popular in
the late Qing Dynasty, but through comparison and analysis, this paper shows
that Bao was influenced more by the Japanese translation, which his translation
was based on, than by his own creativity. Sugitani Daisui (%7 %19, the Japanese
translator, manipulated the stories first, and Bao was more like a follower. Both
of their manipulations, however, demonstrate that they struggled between new
and old, West and East, foreignization and domestication, and their struggles
are very much connected with historical and social contexts. In this case, trans-
lation is not a reflection of the original but an afterlife with new purposes and
effects.
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11 figlivolo del carbonaio fu scolaro della maestra Delcati, che ¢ venuta oggi
a trovare mio fratello malaticcio, e ci ha fatto ridere a raccontarci che la
mamma di quel ragazzo, due anni fa, le porto a casa una grande grembialata di
carbone, per ringraziarla che aveva dato la medaglia al figliuolo; e s’ostinava,
povera donna, non voleva riportarsi il carbone a casa, e piangeva quasi,

quando dovette tornarsene col grembiale pieno. (De Amicis, 1908/2006, p.

28)

b

The son of the charcoal-man had been a pupil of that schoolmistress Delcati
who had come to see my brother when he was ill, and who had made us
laugh by telling us how, two years ago, the mother of this boy had brought
to her house a big apronful of charcoal, out of gratitude for her having given
the medal to her son; and the poor woman had persisted, and had not been
willing to carry the coal home again, and had wept when she was obliged to

go away with her apron quite full. (De Amicis, 1895, p. 28)
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