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Examination of Taiwan’s Contemporary Art:
Discourse Analysis of Contemporary Art
in Taiwan in High School Textbooks

Tian-An Chuu

This article selects two editions of a high school textbook with chapters on
contemporary art in Taiwan. We borrow the language use and social produc-
tion of discourse analysis to analyze the text of the two editions.

From the above discourse analysis, it is possible to summarize the present
status of contemporary art in Taiwan as it is presented in high school text-
books. It is as follows: (1) contemporary art represents the development of art
in a certain period of time in the history of art in Taiwan, but here develop-
ment does not necessarily mean “improvement” or “evolutionary.” For that
reason, it is not suitable to distinguish modern art and traditional art as a di-
chotomy. (2) In Taiwan diversified discourse of contemporary art in textbooks
is compared to traditional art by focusing more on the diversity of media or
materials. (3) The “K” edition of the textbook is more generalized on the dis-
course of contemporary art in Taiwan, and the selection of artists is quite in-
complete from a learning perspective. The topic “Future Development of
Contemporary Art in Taiwan” is limited to professional arts education, and we
do not see any discussion on “how to promote the understanding of our
mother land.” (4) The “H” edition’s discourse on contemporary art is very
similar to the “K” edition, but the main difference is “H” takes a more system-
atic approach by presenting the characteristics of contemporary art in Taiwan
through a series of relevant knowledge comparisons. But some contradicting
discourse stems from the fact that “realistic” artworks are categorized by time
periods, resulting in two opposing views: local versus contemporary art.

This study proposes several ideas on textbooks for contemporary art in
Taiwan, and hopes that more research can be done for art textbooks in the fu-
ture.

Keywords: discourse analysis, textbook research, contemporary art in Taiwan,
high school art textbooks
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