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Abstract

For many proponents of educational reform, it is natural to think that another country’s
educational systems serve as a blueprint as they imitate or plan similar changes. However,
borrowing without a thorough understanding over the societal factors forming the system is
dangerous. As Michael Sadler said, “We cannot wander at pleasure among the educational
systems of the world, like a child strolling through a garden, and pick off a flower from
one bush and some leaves from another, and then expect that if we stick what we have
gathered into the soil at home, we shall have a living plant.” This study aims at examining
above statement using the case of teacher education reform in Taiwan since 1994 that
mostly follows an open and multi recruitment approach, among which American system is
exemplary. This paper provides evidences of the differences between the USA and Taiwan,
including teachers’ social status, annual salary relative to per capita income, supply and
demand, and social mobility. To conclude, for any reforms in the future, in-depth and
systematic explorations of the factors forming educational systems in other countries
should be encouraged to avoid unexpected problems and irreversible consequences in

educational transplantation.
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