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7

7. Steve has several meetings to attend every day; therefore, he has to work on a very _____ schedule. 
(A) dense (B) various (C) tight (D) current 

A

tight schedule collocation
Steve has several meetings to attend every day

17

Anita was shopping with her mother and enjoying it. Interestingly, both of them   16   buying the 
same pair of jeans. 

According to a recent marketing study, young adults influence 88% of household clothing purchases. 
More often than not, those in their early twenties are the more   17   consumers. There isn’t a brand or 
a trend that these young people are not aware of. That is why mothers who want to keep abreast of trends 
usually   18   the experts their daughters. This tells the retailers of the world that if you want to get 
into a mother’s    19  , you’ve got to win her daughter over first. 

With a DJ playing various kinds of music rather than just rap, and a mix of clothing labels designed 
more for taste and fashion than for a precise age, department stores have managed to appeal to successful 
middle-aged women   20   losing their younger customers. They have created a shopping environment 
where the needs of both mother and daughter are satisfied. 
17. (A) informed (B) informative (C) informal (D) informational 

B

Informed consumer
informed A

19

Anita was shopping with her mother and enjoying it. Interestingly, both of them   16   buying the 
same pair of jeans. 

According to a recent marketing study, young adults influence 88% of household clothing purchases. 
More often than not, those in their early twenties are the more   17   consumers. There isn’t a brand or 
a trend that these young people are not aware of. That is why mothers who want to keep abreast of trends 
usually   18   the experts their daughters. This tells the retailers of the world that if you want to get 
into a mother’s    19  , you’ve got to win her daughter over first. 
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With a DJ playing various kinds of music rather than just rap, and a mix of clothing labels designed 
more for taste and fashion than for a precise age, department stores have managed to appeal to successful 
middle-aged women   20   losing their younger customers. They have created a shopping environment 
where the needs of both mother and daughter are satisfied. 
19. (A) textbook (B) notebook (C) workbook (D) pocketbook 

B

pocketbook

48

45-48 

The high school prom is the first formal social event for most American teenagers. It has also been a 
rite of passage for young Americans for nearly a century. 

The word “prom” was first used in the 1890s, referring to formal dances in which the guests of a 
party would display their fashions and dancing skills during the evening’s grand march. In the United 
States, parents and educators have come to regard the prom as an important lesson in social skills. 
Therefore, proms have been held every year in high schools for students to learn proper social behavior. 

The first high school proms were held in the 1920s in America. By the 1930s, proms were common 
across the country. For many older Americans, the prom was a modest, home-grown affair in the school 
gymnasium. Prom-goers were well dressed but not fancily dressed up for the occasion: boys wore jackets 
and ties and girls their Sunday dresses. Couples danced to music provided by a local amateur band or a 
record player. After the 1960s, and especially since the 1980s, the high school prom in many areas has 
become a serious exercise in excessive consumption, with boys renting expensive tuxedos and girls 
wearing designer gowns. Stretch limousines were hired to drive the prom-goers to expensive restaurants or 
discos for an all-night extravaganza. 

Whether simple or lavish, proms have always been more or less traumatic events for adolescents who 
worry about self-image and fitting in with their peers. Prom night can be a dreadful experience for socially 
awkward teens or for those who do not secure dates. Since the 1990s, alternative proms have been 
organized in some areas to meet the needs of particular students. For example, proms organized by and for 
homeless youth were reported. There were also “couple-free” proms to which all students are welcome. 
48. Which of the following statements is true? 

(A) Unconventional proms have been organized since the 1960s. 
(B) In the 1980s, proms were held in local churches for teenagers to attend. 
(C) Proms have become a significant event in American high schools since the 1930s. 
(D) In the 1890s, high school proms were all-night social events for some American families. 

1 C
2 C Proms have become a significant event in American high schools since the 1930s.

The first high school proms were held in the 1920s in 
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America. By the 1930s, proms were common across the country. 1930
C 1930

By the 1930s, proms were common across the country prom
1930 Prom-goers were well dressed but not fancily dressed up for 

the occasion: boys wore jackets and ties and girls their Sunday dresses
prom significant event C

49

49-52 

No budget for your vacation? Try home exchanges swapping houses with strangers. Agree to use 
each other’s cars, and you can save bucks on car rentals, too. 

Home exchanges are not new. At least one group, Intervac, has been facilitating such an arrangement 
since 1953. But trading online is gaining popularity these days, with several sites in operation, including 
HomeExchanges. Founded in 1992, with some 28,000 listings, this company bills itself as the world’s 
largest home exchange club, reporting that membership has increased 30% this year. 

The annual fee is usually less than US$100. Members can access thousands of listings for apartments, 
villas, suburban homes and farms around the world. Initial contact is made via e-mail, with subsequent 
communication usually by phone. Before a match is made, potential swappers tend to discuss a lot. 

However, the concept may sound risky to some people. What about theft? Damage? These are 
reasonable causes for concern, but equally unlikely. As one swapper puts it, “Nobody is going to fly across 
the ocean or drive 600 miles to come steal your TV. Besides, at the same time they’re staying in your 
home, you are staying in their home.” 

Exchange sites recommend that swappers discuss such matters ahead of time. They may fill out an 
agreement spelling out who shoulders which responsibilities if a problem arises. It does not matter if the 
agreement would hold up in court, but it does give the exchangers a little satisfaction. 

Generally, the biggest complaint among home exchangers has to do with different standards of 
cleanliness. Swappers are supposed to make sure their home is in order before they depart, but one 
person’s idea of “clean” may be more forgiving than another’s. Some owners say if they come back to a 
less-than-sparkling kitchen, it may be inconvenient but would not sour them on future exchanges. 
49. What is the second paragraph mainly about? 

(A) How to exchange homes. 
(B) How home exchange is becoming popular. 
(C) The biggest home exchange agency. 
(D) A contrast between Intervac and HomeExchange. 

1 B
2 C
3 D
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1 Home exchanges are not new home exchange
B

2 Home exchanges are not new home exchange
B

HomeExchange C
3 Intervac HomeExchange D

home exchange

51

51. How do home exchangers normally begin their communication?  
(A) By phone. (B) By e-mail. 
(C) Via a matchmaker. (D) Via a face-to-face meeting.  

A

Initial contact is made 
via e-mail, with subsequent communication usually by phone Contact

B By e-mail

54

53-56 

Bekoji is a small town of farmers and herders in the Ethiopian highlands. There, time almost stands 
still, and horse-drawn carts outnumber motor vehicles. Yet, it has consistently yielded many of the world’s 
best distance runners. 

It’s tempting, when breathing the thin air of Bekoji, to focus on the special conditions of the place. 
The town sits on the side of a volcano nearly 10,000 feet above sea level, making daily life a kind of 
high-altitude training. Children in this region often start running at an early age, covering great distances 
to fetch water and firewood or to reach the nearest school. Added to this early training is a physical trait 
shared by people there disproportionately long legs, which is advantageous for distance runners. 

A strong desire burns inside Bekoji’s young runners. Take the case of Million Abate. Forced to quit 
school in fifth grade after his father died, Abate worked as a shoe-shine boy for years. He saw a hope in 
running and joined Santayehu Eshetu’s training program. This 18-year-old sprinted to the finish of a 
12-mile run with his bare feet bleeding. The coach took off his own Nikes and handed them to him. To 
help Abate continue running, the coach arranged a motel job for him, which pays $9 a month. 

Most families in Bekoji live from hand to mouth, and distance running offers the younger generation 
a way out. Bekoji’s legend Derartu Tulu, who won the 10,000-meter Olympic gold medals in 1992 and 
2000, is a national hero. As a reward, the government gave her a house. She also won millions of dollars in 
the races. 
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Motivated by such signs of success, thousands of kids from the villages surrounding Bekoji have 
moved into town. They crowd the classrooms at Bekoji Elementary School, where Eshetu works as a 
physical-education instructor. All these kids share the same dream: Some day they could become another 
Derartu Tulu. 
54. Which of the following is true about Bekoji? 

(A) It’s the capital of Ethiopia. (B) It has changed a lot over the years. 
(C) It’s located near a volcano. (D) It has trouble handling car accidents. 

B

The town sits on the side of a volcano Bekoji C
There, time almost stands still, and horse-drawn carts 

outnumber motor vehicles Bekoji B
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47-48

1956 1986
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1956 1966 1976 1986 1956 1966 1976 1986 

1 ,237 2 ,099 3 ,457 4 ,887 6.1  5 .3  4 .4  3 .6  

608 977 1 ,546 1 ,954 4.3  4 .3  3 .5  1 .8  
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426  599  780  972 6 .6  3 .1  2 .3  2 .3  
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