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The Features and Implications of Swedish

Compulsory Education

- Dar-Sheng Liu

Abstract

Sweden adopts welfare policy because she is a democratic country of socialism and nearly always
ruled by the pro-left parties. The writer presents some unique features of Swedish compulsory edu-
cation. They are: 9-year compulsory school, Sami school and so on. The new pro-right parties won
the general election and new government was inaugurated on 6 October 2006. Jan Bjorklund, the
new Minster of School, changed education policy and proposed some viewpoints of reform for com-
pulsory education. They are: to lower the grade of examination, to toughen up regulation for relig-
ious independent school, to revise defects of textbooks and to authorize teacher's disciplinary power.

Some of unique features of Swedish compulsory education are valuable for our reference: a free
education, Sami school for minor ethnic, flexible curricula, education of gender equity, to under-

value competition, to emphasis practical English learning and to forbid corporal punishment.
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