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“But it is obvious that if we want to use the concept of genre in a general literary
theory, we cannot always trust a historical tradition full of contingencies: some
genres never received a name; others, although different, were confused under the
same name. The study of genres must take place on the level of structural character-
1stics, not according to prior naming.”
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very particular enterprize: we discover a principle operative in a number of texts,
rather than what is specific about each of them.”
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