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’/Wenji as Historical Sources of the Ming-Qing

Conflict: Contrasting Official Cultures in Late
Ming and Early Qing
Lynn A. Struve ( FIEM)
Indiana University

Department of History,

Late Ming wenji have been utilized extensively in
Ashcelarship on intellectual history and on the partisan
struggles of that tumultuous time. Less noted has been the
large amount of valuable information contained in wenji on
military affairs and maiters of acute security concern to

the Ming state, prominent among which was the growing

7} ESWREM 19:1 (A7) REKEFIA

threat from Liaodong. The fact that so much was privately
published, on such sensitive matters, before the end of the )
Ming is testimony to the relatively open political atmos-
phere engendered by weakness in the emperorship, dis-
unity among statesmen and bureaucrats, and defiance in
the schalar-official stratum. ‘

A parallel {o this condition can be discerned in other
forms of publication besides wenji, especially fecent his-
torical accounts, in which men readily went, public with
highly opinionated views on governmental matters in
which they had been involved. Another parallel is the rise
in news-worthiness if dibao E[$R, which, for a time be-
tween middle Wanli and the beginning of the Chongzhen
reign, escaped the usual controls and showed some sign of
becoming a genuine medinm of public information.

After 1644, Ming official who resisted the Qing con-
quest continued fo retain copies of their official papers re-
garding infernal governmental affairs, to be published im- -
mediately if possible or posthumously if necessary, thou-

¢h mdst of the many items in wenji pertinent to the Mingz

- resistance regimes were not published until the nineteenth

and twentieth centuries.

In constrast, I know of no early-Qing official whose
writings on or from his actions in the Ming-Qing conflict
are included in wenji, published or unpublished. Among
several extant collections of memorials, those from the
period before the last Ming claimant was eliminated in
1882, that is, from the Shunzhi reign, appear to have been -
compiled for bureaucratic purposes such as édiudications
or promotions. The early-Qing official ethos in general
was much less inclined than in late Ming toward the public
airing of governmental matters through private chamnels,
This atmosphere was reinforced by the early restriction of
dibao circulation and later close control and manipulation
of dibao contents, as well as by the d&?ﬁiﬁi}mﬁﬁtrﬁf 7*0}3% se-
cret, palace memorial system, under which officials were
prohibited from keeping copies of what probably were the-
ir most important memoriais.

Thus, wenji can be studied as a gauge of increasingly

efficient autocratichureaucratic rule and ioss of budding
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