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Workforce Remodelling Policy for
Teaching Assistants Recruitment in
English Primary Schools

Mei Ying Chien*

Abstract

The recruitment of teaching assistants to lessen teachers’ workload
and workforce problem has been extensively practiced at primary and
secondary schools in England. Teaching assistants are mainly recruited
to help teachers for non-essential tasks in the classroom; however, they
have been often assigned to teaching in recent years. This paper is based
on the use of literature analysis approach to explore the background of
recruiting teaching assistants, the role and position of teaching assistants
as well as their influences on teaching in English primary schools. The
findings are summarized as follows: 1. The introduction of education
reform and teacher evaluation system has enforced to remodel the
workforce in English primary schools; teaching assistants are recruited to
lessen teachers workload, improve pupil learning performance, expand the
teaching workforce and improve teacher retention. 2. Teaching assistants
are expected to help with non-essentials tasks in the classroom and the
work assigned by qualified teachers; their influences as part of school
workforce include de-professionalization of teaching, deregulation of
professional standards, ambiguities of teachers’ role and responsibility,
and increasing focus on “high value-added” teaching activities..
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