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The Current Status and Implications
of Manpower Supply in the Vocational
Education System in Japan

Chih Yang Chao* Chin Lien Wu** Kao Sheng Chen***

Abstract

Japan is a country that places a high value on education. The manpower
of Japan is developed based on its education which is designed for
the demand of various industries. With the use of document analysis,
this study aimed to explore the current status of manpower supply in
Japan’s vocational education system as well as compare and analyze the
development of vocational education in Taiwan. The results indicated
that vocational education in Japan was implemented at a comparatively
earlier age, and was closely linked to the Japanese work ethic with
higher level of diligence. Furthermore, vocational education not only
cultivated appropriate attitudes and specialized skills or knowledge, but
also prepared students for future independence. Regarding promotion and
implementation mechanisms, Japan differed from Taiwan in the primary
institutions of technological and vocational manpower training. The
Japanese educational system was relatively more flexible, with a greater
number of options offered for both formal and non-formal education.
In addition, Japanese enterprises were highly involved in staff training
based on company requirements. It was also suggested that Taiwan’s

vocational education be designed based on the practical and flexible need
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of the enterprises in order to increase future competitiveness of Taiwan

educational system.
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