Asians: Not
just geeks,

gan gsterg

Studenté, parents.
discuss solutions -
to pressures created

total enrollment in, San Franc1sco
* public schools — and make up 33.
percent of The City’s overall popu-

" !lation — there- has never been a

- conference to address their educa-
- tional and soeial needs. The school
_ district has hosted several large-

. ‘yf(.«

- gcale education summits-for black

by cultural myths
during S.F. : semmar
By Julian Guthne o
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Mldway through a two-hour
session Saturday on “How to be a
cool parent,” Iris Leung heard one
word she’d- never cons:dered. lis-
ten, :

Leung, her lachrymose eyes
suddenly hopefil, said she had not
considered listening to her ieenage,
son. In Chinese culture, parents -
talk. Children listen.

and Latino students, who make up
=16and 21 percent, respecmvely, of
- the district..

- “Asian’ Amencans are percewed
-as the model minority,” said school-
: board 'member Frank Chong, who
- conceptualized and organized the
event. “Not all Asian children are
doing great. And there’s. tremen-
dous pressure on thoss who are
- doing great: Through the voices of
parents, students and ‘experts, we’

- wanted to prowde a more reglistic

picture- of the-issues Asian youth

‘The"cultural ‘distinction” and~ face, and show that this is nf’t a

revelation came during The City’s
first-ever Asian American educa-
tion summit sponsored by the San
Franeisco Unified School District:
The all-day conference at-the Ho-
tel Nikko near Union Square was
attended by more than.600_ par-
ents, teachers, students and school -

officials and was the result of-d.'"

year’s planning by dozens of com- -
munity groups and foundations:
The goal was to begin dispelling
the myth -that.all Asians are the
“model minority”; to-help immi-’
grant parents better understand -
their Westernized kids; to inform
educators-about Asian Pacific. cul-
tures, and to let Asian youth know
that acceptance to San Francisco’s -
prestigious Lowell High or-UC-
Berkeley doesn’t define success or
failure.
Although Asian Amencans

compose more than 50 percent of -

TR —

- monolithic community.”"- -

O ! is in'school, Chong sald, that
-a young generation of Americans
can gain a clearer picture and un-
“derstanding of Asian people and

cultures. There are’11 million peo-
ple of Asian descent in the Umted :

- States. R

- School board member Edd1 1

_ Chin, who attended San Francisco
public schools and acknowledges
he was-not a “model minority,”

.- "said, “Achievement of Asian stu-

dents is directly correlated to their
future econontic well-being, Tt’s &

lot of pressure, They're-also deal- '

-ing with language and culture ad-

|
'

1
1
P
[
i
t

A section of the San Franasco Sunday Exanuner and Chro

¢ SUMMITfromC-1 *."..

S.F. summit helps
Aslan Americans

crease among Asians.

|

F
l

4
I
|
4

-In 1967, when total enrollment; r

was 93,710, Asians were 19 per-

cent, whites 41 percent, blacks 26 .

percent” and- Latinos 13 percent,
according to school district data,

ferent set of expectatlons than stu-
dents of other races and ethmc1-’,

nes

different ethnic groups, and éxpect
all Asians to get a 4.0 grade’ point’
average;” Kerk said. “You feel a lot
of pressure from your parents and
your-friends. What happens if you*
don’t get into an_ Ivy League

“Some ‘teachers clearly favorf

- 18 percent and Latinos 21 percent P

. Thirty years later, in 1997, with g+  ScRool?”
. total enrollment of 63, 961, Agians ' - Thestudents also"said the ste- -
miade up nearly. 49 ‘percent of en-: reotype affecis their social lives, :

rollment, whites 13 percent, blacks.. “People look- ai Asiang and

Because of the “model mino-7 _you. don’t’ have a ];'lfe,” LOlHe Sald.

- ty” stereotype, Asian youth say

expectations from parents and;

teachers and resentment ﬁ'om fel- :

low non*Asian students.”
“Sometimes my friends say,.

‘Can I -borrow your notes? They

want them becavse I'm-Asian and

théy assumeT'm really smart;” said i i

Karissa Yes, a freshman at Lowell, '

- they are subJected to' unrealistic”..

“The other'stereotype-of. Asians — ;

if you aren’t a model minority —-1s

: that you're in a gang.” - -
Karissa said many of her As1an =

‘ _ friends didn’t want to-atend Low-"'

Justments and parents who are = -

- working all hours to make due.”

San Francisco schools haveseen

a dramatic change in student en-
-rollment, with the greatest in-

. [See SUMMIT; C-5]
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ell; but their. parents gave themno*

i
t

choice. “Asian students have inter-

- ests other-than test scores and & g0~

ing ‘to UC-Berkeley, Buit, that gets
OS ”

Lowell sophomores Tim Kerk,

_who-is Chinese: and’ Thal, and’

George- Louie, who-is Chinese.

“Amencan said Asums faee a d1f—

“You get called: -
- geeks and dorks
and brainiacs, " "

. People make -
5 fun of Asxans

: —Georgel.oule, T
Lowell High sophomore- -

“You get called géeks -and dorks™
and brainiacs. Péople make fun of

~ Asians and sayall we do is study.,

But, we teally do have: a. hfe ouf;s1de'
of school.” [
- Leung said she WouId do any-

- thmg to reconnect with her i in--
. creasingly msolent and distant son.- |
With tears running down her face, '
" she-said she felt lost. Hér son-}

wants to be an Amencan She feels

7 Chmese

With tranelamon help ftom Cl-

-tania Tam; a. Cantonese‘bllmgua]

counselor with Richmond. Area

- 'Mulh-Servmes who led the parent

seminar, Leung said she had ex--
pected her children to listen the
same way she hstened to her par-
ents. -

“In Chinese_culture, pa.rents
don’t listen to children,” said

. Leung, who wag born and reared in' .
"Hong Kong. “They say, ‘Do this:}

now.” And kids do. Here, it’s dxffer-
ent oo

* Grateful for Tam’s. advice to !
start listening fo her son,-Leung {:
said, “People ‘in America say, ‘You |

should be a friend to your kid.’ But,
I don’t know how to do that. That's’
tiot Chinese culture. Tt’s Amencan

gested T stop telling my son what to |
do. I'm going to try to listen.”

think all you do is study and that |

* No one has ever, béfore now, sug- |-



