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Abstract

The 2019 Curriculum Guidelines of 12-year Basic Education are characterized by a high
degree of idealism and foresight, and have garnered considerable public attention as one of
the most scrutinized education reforms in recent years. Understanding the implementation of
these guidelines in actual teaching contexts is essential for informing and refining curriculum
policy. This study seeks to answer the following research questions: What factors influence
the extent to which teachers are able to realize the stated objectives of the 2019 Curriculum in
senior high school Civics and Society? How do these factors exert their influence? Based on
interviews with senior high school civics teachers, the study finds that the implementation of
inquiry-based curricula is primarily influenced by instructional time constraints, the college
entrance examination system, and teachers’ professional competencies. The implementation
of interdisciplinary curricula, on the other hand, is mainly affected by the availability and
structure of textbooks and teachers’ professional capabilities. The study recommends that
future revisions of the curriculum guidelines consider aligning course credit allocations with
curriculum goals and learning content, provide clearer explanations and examples of
interdisciplinary knowledge relevant to Civics and Society, and develop entrance examination
systems that reflect and support the intended aims and types of the curriculum.
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