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Japanese Free Research (Independent Project): An Inspiration
for Summer Holiday Homework of Hong Kong Secondary and
Primary Schools

CHO Chi Hang
Queen Elizabeth School Old Students’ Association Secondary School

Abstract

With globalization and advanced information technology, schools put emphasis on
developing students’ generic skills. In order to equip the new generation with problem
solving and critical thinking skills, school education should not merely focus on
knowledge transfer. Instead schools play an important role in cultivating students’ generic
skills. Meanwhile, with diverse learner diversity, schools should not treat students who
have learning diversity as incapable ones. Utilizing such diversity to adopt various kinds
of teaching strategies would be more beneficial to all students. In this article, the way how
primary and secondary schools in Japan regard “free research” (or “independent project™)
as a holiday assignment is discussed. It is suggested that schools in Hong Kong can adopt
this approach in order to enhance students’ learning interest.
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