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Initial discussion on the diverse needs of children in learning
Putonghua in Hong Kong

PANG So Ni
College of Chinese Language and Culture, Jinan University, Guangzhou

Abstract

Formerly a colonial history, Hong Kong has become a multicultural city, in which people
with different races and cultural background reside. With the increasing number of new
arrivals from the Mainland since the handover in 1997 and doubly non-permanent resident
children being born in the period of 2001-2016, learners with diverse backgrounds were
resulted. This paper aims to analyse the current situation of Putonghua teaching in the
early childhood setting, determine the types of learner diversity, explore children’s needs
in Putonghua learning. The last part of this paper proposes the components needed in
designing a curriculum for learning Putonghua in early childhood education.
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